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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It was originally intended to have com- 
pleted the Illustration of the Twelfth 
Class of Granger s Biographical History, 
in three volumes, but the difficulty of 
obtaining the Origln^^ .Portc^ts^rto copy 
from, rendered the diepo^tnplishment of 
the plan not only diffif^uliL ::b)lt abso- 
lutely impossible. The Proprietor of 
the first two volumes parted with the 
Copper-plates, and what few copies he 
possessed of the work so long back as the 
year 1799, when they passed into the 
hands of a Bookseller, who found the 
path to the completion of the task more 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

intricate than he at first imagined. After 
a lapse of fourteen years, the work, com- 
pleted according to the original intention, 
is ushered before the public, by the same 
Editor,' who, though no longer possessing 
the least interest in the success, has con- 
tributed the frviits of a collection which 
he had . intended for the third volume. 
As it now stands^ it not only has to boast 
the whole <of%]die Ox^f^^cters mentioned by 

• •••*•* • •• •••»•• 

Granger, -butc .rJik^inse several valuable 
additioni^LXi^ Pencils : whose Portraits were 



• ••••• ••• •• • 



unknown both to that celebrated and in- 
dustrious Biographer, and to Bromley, 
Noble, and every Collector of British 
Heads. Among the most prominent of 
these additions, are Sir Jervis Yelvis, and 
Mrs. Anne Turner, celebrated by every 
Mter of English History for the share 
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they had in the. murder of Sir Thomas 
Overbuiy. Another series, equally in- 
teresting, are those of Cooke^ the Solicitor 
General, on the Trial of King. Charles I. ; 
James Naylor, the Quaker j Venner and 
Orsingham, Fifth Monarchy-Men, and 
others equally curious. 



The first two volumes, which contained 
only Sixty Portraits, have become so very 
rare, that although originally published at 
Two Pounds Ten Shillings, they have re- 
cently been sold for Seven Guineas; and 
had the present Edition not been an- 
nounced, in all probability in the course 
of another year they would have been 
double that price, from the uncommon 
rarity of a perfect copy. The whole of 
the Plates being now procured, the work 
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is arranged in chronological order, as in 
the former Edition necessity alone com- 

* 

pelled the ado|>tioh of a different course. 
It now contains upwards of Fifty addi- 
tional Portraits. 



James Caulfield. 



London, Oct. 14, 1813. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



TO THB 



Sim eDitiom 



Of the twelve different classes of Engrayed Portraits 
^ arranged by the late ingenious Mr. Granger^ there is 
not one so difficult to perfect, with original prints, as 
that which relates to persons of the lowest description ; 
the reason of which, it is evident, arises from the little 
estimation they were held in when first published; as it 
is sufficiently known, that prints of this class, that could 
not have sold ori^nally for more than twelve pence, 
would at this tim^ if brought t» public sale, produce 
near as many guindM.^ The pui^isher of this Work 
has for some years port collected many of the prints of 
small value, but it ww not mtfl ^ was favored with the 
loan of the most scarce tmes, Jkoxa the fine collection of 
James Bindley, Esq. that the thought of reprinting the 
twelfth class illustrated with prints first suggested itself. 
There are two prints in this Volume that are generally, 
(and I think justly) esteemed unique, viz. Matthew 
Hopkins, witch-finder general, and Motha* Damnabkf 
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of Kentish Towd ; the former of which prints ift stated 
by Granger, on the authority of Mr. Gough, to be in the 
Pepysian Ubrary. But I am well assured, that a respect- 
able gentleman, who wants but few prints to perfect 
Granger's Biog^phical History of England, spent some 
days in a fruitless search after it. And the other prints 
I am fully persuaded, it would be equally difficult to find 
in any other than the above collection, which abounds 
with Portraits equally rare, of every other class. 




Jolin Hawkwo o d , 



fhUM^ h.lJii^ld. i/y3 ^ 
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OF 



REMARKABLE PERSONS. 



JOHN HAWKWOOD. 



[EDWARD III. 

J^O hero had ever a greater hand in forming 
himself, and framing his own fortune, than Sir 
John Hawkwood*. He was the son of a tanner,' 
at Hedingham-Sibil, in Essex, where he was bom, 
in the reign of Edward III. He was bound ap- 
prentice to a tailor, in London ; but, being fortu- 
nately pressed into the army, was sent abroad, 
where his genius, which had been cramped and 
confined to the shop, soon expanded itself, and sur- 
mounted the narrow prejudices which adhered to 
his birth and occupation. He signaHzed himself 



* In an uncommon book^ indtled^ The Honour of the Tailors; 
or, The Famous and Renowned History of Sir John Hawkwood, 
Knight, is a recital of several worthy, magnificent, and charitable 
acts, of the Merchant Tailors, as they are found upon record. 
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as a soldier, in France and Italy ; and particularly 
at Pisa, in Florence. He commanded, with great 
ability and success, in the army of Galeazzo, 
Duke of Milan ; and was so much in esteem with 
Barnabas, his brother, that he gave hhn Domitia, 
his natural daughter, in marriage, with an ample 
fortune. But he afterwards, from motives which 
we cannot well account for, and that seem to re- 
flect upon his honour, turned his arms against his 
father-in-law. 

He died at Florence, full of years and military 
fame^ in 1884^ Having gained among the Florets 
tines, the character of the best soldier of the age, 
they erected a sumptuous monument to his me- 
mory. Paul JoviuB, the celebrated biographer of 
illustrious men, hath written his elegy. He, in the 
monumental inscription, and the '^ Elogia,'^ is 
stiled Joannes Acutus ; hence it is that some of 
our travellers have^ in their journals, mentioned 
him under the name of John Sharp, the great 
Captain. See more of him in Movant's " Essex/' 
vol. ii. p. 387* 
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Elinovr Rvhmin, 

The famous Ale-wife of England. 

Written by Mr. Skeltoui Poet Laureat to King 

Henry the eight 



When Skelton wore the Lawrell Crowne, 
My Ale put all the Ale-wiues downe. 

LONDON 

Printed for Samuel Rand 1624. 

From the OrigiDal, in the Library of the Cathedral Church 
at Lincoln. 
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ELYNOUR RUMMIN. 



Henry the Eighth's rdtga ahonnded with 
poetical productions, in small paniphlets, in loose 
sheets, and other forms : amongst the writers of 
them John Sk^lton was oAe of the most remark- 
able ; and though he is deservedly commended for 
his other works^ yet the most cc^kial' of all his 
pamphlets is that of Elynour Rumipin, the fa- 
mous Ale-wife of Eagland, Sac^ with th^ picture 
in the title-page, representing an old iU-fkvoured 
woman holding in h^v hgqid a pot of ale, and 
underwritten with these verses. 

When Skelton wore the lawhbil crowne, 
My Ale put all the Ale-wives dowke. 

Elynour Rummin lived at Leatherhead, iri 
Surrey, and kept a public house remarkable for 
the excellence of its ale. Skelton, who was pro- 
bably a good cvisjtonjer tP the hm^e^ hM pele* 

brated the mistress in a poem of ooas»derabk» 
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4 MEMOIRS OF [henry viii. 

length, abounding with as much obscenity and 
ribaldry, as wit; in describing her person he 

says: 

< 

Her nose some deale hooked, and curiously crooked. 
Never stopping, but ever droping ; 
Her skin loose and slacke, grain'd like a sacke, 
With a crooked backe. 

In the description of her dress he observes ; 



■ her furred frocket, and gray russed rocket, 

Her fauke of Lyncolne green, it had been her's I ween, 

More than fortie yeare ; and so it doth appeare. 

Withered like hay, the wool wome away ; 

Her kirtill Bristow red, with clothes on her hed, 

That waigh a sow of lead. 

With a whim-wam, knit with a trim-tram, 

Upon her brain-pan, like an Egyptian. 

And yet I dare say, she thinks herself gay. 

Upon the holyday, when she doth array. 

And this comely dame, I understand her name 

Is Elynour Rummin, at home in her wonning. 

And as men say, she dwelt in Sothray,* 

In a certain steed, beside Lederhede* 

But to make up my tale, she breweth nappy ale. 

And makes thereof pot-sale. 



* In the bead-line to the pamphlet she is styled, '^ Elynour 
Rummin, the famous Ale-wife of London." It is likely, Skelton 
did not know her when she lived at Leatherhead, but became her 
customer in town. 



J 



WllLlIAM SOMMEJRS 

Jrom^an anccenl Jiclu?^ in i^ Ce/Zrc^icn tf/^ 
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WILLIAM SUMMERS. 



W ILL SUMMERS was some time a servant 
in the family of Richard Farmor, Esq. of Eston- 
Neston, in ' Northamptonshire, ancestor to the 
Earl of Pomfret This gentleman was found guilty 
of a pramunire in the reign of Henry VIII. fpt 
sending eight^pence, and a couple of shirts, to a 
priest convicted of denying the king^s supremacy, 
who was then a prisoner in the gaol at Bucking- 
ham. The rapacious monarch seized whatever he 
was ' possessed of, and reduced him to a state of 
miserable dependance. Will Summers, touched 
with compassion for his unhappy master, is said to 
have dropped some expressions in his last illness, 
which reached the conscience of that merciless 
prince, and caused the remains of his estate, 
which had been much dismembered, to be re- 
stored to him. In the year 1676 was published, 
" A pleasant History of the life and death of Will 
Summer.;" a great part of which h taken ftom 
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** The Merry Jests and Witty Shifts of Scoggin/^ 
as collected by Andrew Barde. Among those 
that appear geuuin^ sid4 most deiorving notice, 
is that in which the king and cardinal are con- 
cerned ; and, though vulgar, is for ready wit the 
best in the coUection. At the end of the book is 
the following epitaph. 

Stay, traveller; guess who lies here-— 
I tell dice^ neither Ipfd nor peer; 
No knight, no gentleman of note^ 
That boasts him of his ancient coat. 
Which heraUs cimoualy eqihkzony 
For Hien (well skilFd thereiii) to gase on : 
Know, then, that diis was no such man ; 
And FU express him as I can. 
Hi; that beneaithtbis tpmb-stone lies. 
Some call'd a fool, some held hi];n wise ; 
For which who better proof can bring. 
Than to be fayouir'd by a king ? 
And yet again we may misdo^bt him— 
A king hath always fools about him. 
Is h^ ipore id^ot tha» the rest, 
Who in a guarded coat can jest f 
Or can he wisdom's honour gain, 
That is all bravery, ai|d no b?Mn^ 
Sure no such things : wit truly bred 
I' th' habit lies not, but i' th' head. 
But whetbef ha wfis fool or knave. 
He now lies sleeping ip his gmve, 
Who never in his life found match, 
Unless the 6aid'nal's fo^I, call'd Patch ; 



HBNitY Tin.] REMA3UCABLE PERSOI^S. 

Of whom some courtierB, who did aee 
Them two alone, might say, " We three!" 
And 't may be fear'd it is a phrase 
That may be us'd sdll in these days. 
Well, more of lum what should I say?~- 
Both fools and wise men turn to clay ; 
And this is all we have to trust, 
'nut there's aodifimnteiattieirxlnat. 
Rest quiet, then, beneath this stone 
To whom late Archee was a drone. 



In the arraoufy of the Tower of London is pr&- 
sefved the fu'mour made for bim when he attended 
the king to Boulogne ; which is embelUshed trith 
a hkeness of him cut in wood, and p^ted to re- 
semble the life ; with a very large pair of specta- 
cles and horns. The reason gireq for hit being 
thus represented is, that having a haadsMne wife, 
who U said to have cuckolded him, he would not 
believe he wore horns on his he&d till be put his 
spectacles on, when he was thoroughly convinced. 
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JOHN JARVIS. 



J. HE statue of this dwarf, from which the print 
is taken, has, according to traditionary informa- 
tion, been more than two hundred years in the 
family of the present possessor. It is most inimi- 
tably carved in oak, and coloured to resemble the 
life*. The most that can be gathered concerning 
his personal history, is, that he was page of honour 
to Queen Mary. He died in the year 1 558, aged 
57 years ; as appears by the dates painted at the 
back of the statue, on the girdle. 



* Dr. Hugh KeDnedy, of Homchurch^ in Essex, used frequently 
to relate the following story of this statue. ^' An old woman coming 
to his house for advice or medicine, chanced to have an oblique 
view of this Jarvis through the glass of the door; and tapping at 
the window, cried, * Boy, is your master at home?' To which 
interrogatory getting no answer, nor seeing the supposed boy move, 
she more vehemently repeats the question, and noise against the 
window ; which bringing a servant, the old woman lodged a formal 
complaint against the insolence of the boy's behaviour, and threat- 
ened to inform his master, in order to have him chastised." 



^ \ 




\>ona Jarvis 

3^'<P<%ic^ ^^ £^^^ ^^^^ y^ ^'>/U^^f 

m tke On/inal Stattm- m the 7c/se/jtwn cf6m mUerSsf WvKit£flerS^.T.i/son. {h-em, 

Aibie^hed March I .iji)h i^ I Caul/'wld 



OLD S CABLET^ 



/'ri///s^ra' /y / r„„/,i^/^ !7<)S 



ELIZABETH^ REMARKABLE PERSONS. ft 



OLD SCARLET; 



At the west end of the Cathedral of Peter- 
borough, in Nortbaj»pt(kishire, hangs a portrait 
of Old Scarlet, forraerty Sexton of that church, 
copied from a more txncieat painting, destroyed 
by time and damps ; the fragments of which are 
still remaining. He is drawn at full length, 
having about him the insignia of his office, such 
as the mattock, spade, &c. Under the picture 
are the following verses, likewise hanging up 
against the wall. 

c ♦ 

I 

You see Old Scarlet^s Picture stand on his^ 
But at your feet, there doth his bodie lie. f 
Hia grave-stone dotk his age syiid d<l«k^ti|iHi9 s)»^\ve. 
His office, by his, tokens, you i&a,y kfufw* 
Second to none for strength,' and sturdy^Jhnm, 
A scare-babe mighty voice, with visage grim. 
Hee had enterr'd* two queens within this place. 
And this townes house-holders in his lives space 



* Catherine, divorced by Henry VIIL and Mary Queen of 
Scots, afterwards removed to Windsor. 
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Twice over : but at leogth his owne tiime came, 
What he for otheri did, for him the game 
Was doDe : no doubt his aoul doth live for aye 
In heaven; though here bu body's clad m clay. 



On a square stone below — 

Julj 2, 1594, 

RS. 

^tatis 98. 




John 51ade t John Bodye 

Thefe two are commonly Join*d tog^ether becaufe 
they were t^*d and condemnM at the fame time^ 
and for the fame caufe, tho they neither Suffered 
at the fame place nor on the fame day* 3 ton' thui 
mentions them in his Chronicle of 168Z. John Slade 
5choolmalter^ and John fiod;ye Kafter of Arts,, befogs 
both condemned of Hig-h IVeaaon for maintaining: of 
Roman Powor, w^ere drawn, hang«d»boweIed 4! quartered. 



From a Rare I¥int in the Collection of 
3ir VT. MuigTAve Bar5 

Pub» hy J. CaulfieJd March 21? 1796. 



i 
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JOHN SLADE, AND JOHN BODY. 



* I 



Mr. SLADE was born in Dorsetshire; and, 
after his education at home in granimar learning, 
going abroad, was, for some time, a student in 
the canon and civil law in the University of 
Douay, and a. con victor of the English college in 
that city, and therefore has a place in Raissius^s 
Catalogue of the Martyrs of that community. 
At his return home, having little or no opportu- 
nity of exercising his talent in the law, in the 
circumstances of the catholics in this kingdom, he 
became a schoolmaster, as noticed by Stow, 
which occupation he followed until apprehended 
for recusancy. 

Mr. Body was born in the city of Wells, in 
Somersetshire; his father was a wealthy merchant 
there, and had been mayor of the town. He was 
brought up in New College, Oxford, where he 
took his degree of master in arts ; and for some 
time studied the canon and civil law : but not 

c2 
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liking the established rehgion, he went over to 
Douay college, (the common refuge in those days 
of such as left England for the catholic cause), 
■where he arrived, May 1, 1577, and was for 
some time a convictor in that house. After his 
return home, both he and Mr. Slade were so 
zealous in maiataining the old rehgion, that they 
were apprehended upon that account, and prose- 
cuted upon the article of the supremacy. 

They were arraigned together at Winchester, 
tried and condemned ; but what was rather sin* 
gular, <^y were twice sentenced upon the same 
indtcdaent. Mr. Slade was hanged, drawnj and 
qiiartered, at Winchester, October 30; and .Mr. 
Body, at Andover, November 2, 1583. 



JJAKCAKET VMKIGH tilBTIIIFI'm. 
^ ,'lflal 60.- -ism. 
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MARGARET VERGH GRYIFITH. 



This Welch woman was the wife of a David 
Owyn of the parish of Llahan Gaduain, in the 
county of Montgomery, but like several married 
women in Scotland at the present time, went by 
her father's sirnaiiie in preference to that of her 
husband^s : it is eitremdiy probable she came to 
London to be 6xhibit(Bd as a wonderful phaeno- 
menon, but all we can learn of her is from the 
title-page of a rare tract, which doubtless con- 
tained an account of her personal history, though 
we have only been able to procure the frontis- 
piece containing her portrait, with the following 
inscription : 



*' A myraculous and monstrous, but yet most trUe and certayne 
discourse of a woman, (now to be ileen in London), of the age of 
threescore years or thereabouts, in the midst of -whose forehead, 
by the wonderfiill worke of God, there groweth out a crooked 
home of four ynches long. Imprinted at London, by Thomas 
Orwin, and are to. be sold by Edward White, dwelling at the • 
little north dore of Paul's Church; at the signe of the GuU; 1588." 
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There are several instances of similar excrescen- 
ces, and a horn from the head of a man is said to be 
in the possession of Mr. Ashley Cooper, the cele- 
brated surgeon. As late as the year 1812, we have 
an account of a Mrs. Buraby *, who died April 7, 
at Ekring, in Hampshire, in the eightieth year of 
her age. In the former part of her life she acted 
in the capacity of a school-mistress, till the age of 
fifty, at which time she married, and on the day 
of her marriage, immediately after coming from 
church, a mental derangement took place, from 
which she never wholly recovered. What is very 
remarkable, a horn sprung within the last few 
years from one side of her forehead, and grew in 
a crooked form to the length of nearly six inches : 
another also made its appearance, but owing, as 
it is supposed, lo her frequently rubbing it, its 
growth was stopped. 

* Hampshire Tel^rai^, Monday, April 13, 1812. 
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THE GUNPOWDER CONiSPIRATORS. 



Ot all :the inierestmg events ia the. English History, there ia 
none that is involved in so much obscurity as the Gunpowder TreOr- 
son ; every attempt to develope it being defeated by the extreme 
caution with which it was conducted : and it remains a question 
yet to be solved, which was the most astonishing ; the policy of the 
Jesuits in the contrivance, or the intrepidity of those who were to 
have been the Actors, in the intended execution of it. 

The best historical account is given by Hume, which is here 
transcribed, vnth the addition of several Biographical notices not 
generally known ; intended to illustrate the portraits which are 
here given. The relation of Hume is as follows : 



fr E are now to relate an event, one of the most 
memorable that history, has conveyed to poster! ty> 
and containing at once a singular proof both of the 
strength and weakness of the human .niind; it's 
widest departure from morals, and most steady 
attachment to religious prejudices. Tis the Gun- 
powder Treason of which I speak; a fact as certain 
as it appears incredible. 

The Roman CathoUcs had expected great favour 
and indulgence on the accession of James, both as 
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he was descended from Mary, whose life they be- 
lieved to have been sacrificed to their cause, and 
>as he himsdfy in his early youth, w£is imagined to 
have shewn some partiality towards them, which 
nothing, they thought, but interest and necessity 
had sinee restrained. It is pretended, that he had 
even entered into positive engagements to tolerate 
their religion, as soon as he should mount the 
throne of England ; whether their credulity had 
interpreted in thi^ sense some obliging eispresaiQua 
of the king's, or that he had employed such an ar- 
tifice, in order to render them favourable to his 
title. Very soon they discovered their mistake; 
and were at once surprised and amazed to find 
James, on all occasions, express his intention af 
strictly executing the laws enacted against them, 
and of persevering in all the vigorous measures of 
Elizabeth. Catesby*, a gentleman of good parts 



* ROBERT CATESBY, 

of Ashby^ in the county of Leicester^ was a gentleman of good pro- 
perty and estimation^ and had so wiBBiBg a mannef, ai |o possess 
(syery c^nc who kneiw bw with ^ ifio^'f x,t;rEiva^];it Uki9g%> \^ com- 
pany : insomuch; that several of the persons concerned in this con- 
spiracy^ frankly confessed they were drawn into it more in conse- 



Hob''. Catbsby.. 

One . of Tie Consptrators.. 
in,(fu^. (^untowz>£ilPlot . , 
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and of an ancient family, first thought of a most 
extraordinary method of revenge ; and he opened 
his intentions to Piercy, a descendant of the illus- 
trious house of Northumberland. In one of their 
conversations with regard to the distressed condi- 
tion of the Catholics, Piercy broke into a sally of 
passion, and mentioned assassinating the king ; 
Catesby took the opportunity of revealing to him 
a nobler and more extensive plan of treason, which 



quence of his persuasion, than any conviction in their own minds^ 
of the propriety of the cause th^y had embarked in. Catesby en- 
tered with such spirit into this business, that in the course of a few 
months, he was obliged to call in some monied persons to cairy it 
on with that spirit that was necessary. In consequence of which, 
with the ad-vice and concurrence of Piercy, Winter, Fawkes, 8cc. 
he opened the plot to Sir Everard Digby, and afterwards to 
Francis Tresham, Esq. : the first of whom promised fifteen hun- 
dred pounds, and the latter two thousand, to purchase such mate- 
rials as were wanting to carry the plot into execution. Upon the 
discovery of Fawkes's apprehension, Catesby, in company of 
Piercy, the Winters, Wrights, 8cc. betook tliemselves tofliglit, and 
were overtaken at Holbeach, in Staffordshire, where, at the house 
of Stephen Littleton, after a desperate sally, Catesby ^nd Piercy 
were killed with one shot. To this circumstance may be attributed 
the mystery ikat surrounds the Gunpowder Treason^ as Catesby 
was the only person who could have given a satisfactory evidence, 
he being the only layman. Garnet the superior of the Jesuits, 
would confer with on this subject. . 

D 
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not only included a sure execution of vengeance, 
but afforded some hopes of restoring the Catholic 
religion in England. 

In vain, said he, would you put an end to the 
king's life : he has children, who would succeed 
both to his crown and to his maxims of govwn- 
ment In vain would you extinguish the whole 
royal Ifamily : the nobility, the gentry, the parlia- 
ment, are all infected with the same heresy, and 
could raise to the throne another prince, and an- 
other family, who, besides their hatred to our reli- 
gion, would be animated with revenge for the 
tragical death of their predecessors. To serve any 
good purpose, we must destroy, at one blow, the 
king, the royal family, the lords, the commons ; 
and bury all our enemies in one conimon ruin. 
Happily^ they are all assembled on the first meet- 
ing of the parliament ; and afford us the oppoftu- 
Qity of glorious and useful vengeance. Great pre- 
parations will not be requisite. A few of us com- 
bining, may run a mine below the hall, in which 
they meet ; and choosing the very uKHnent when 
the king harangues both houses, consign over to 
destruction these determined foes to all piety and 



TH®: Percy 
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religion. Meanwhile, we ourselves standing aloof, 
safe and unsuspected, shall triumph in being the 
instruments of diyine wrath, and shall behold with 
pleasmv those sacrilegious walls, in which were 
passed the edicts for proscribing our church, and 
butchering her children, tossed into a thousand 
fragments ; whilst their impious inhabitants, medi^* 
tating, perhaps, still new persecutions against us, 
pa^s from flames above to flames below, there for 
ever to endure the torments due to their offences. 
Piercy * was charmed with this project of Cates^ 
by, and they agreed to commutiicate the matter 



* THOMAS PIERCY, 

die most particular and intimate friend of Catesby, was nearly allied 
p> and greatly in the confidence of the Earl of Northomberland, 
and was by him, as captain of the gentlemen pensioners, admitted 
into that band without taking the customary oaths — for which 
omission, and the known intimacy that was between them, the Earl 
suffered a tediousi imprisonment of fifteen years. Piercy was by 
far the most virulent of the conspirators, and on one occasion of- 
fered to rush into the presence-chamber and stab the kif^: but this 
wa» over-ruled by the more vniy Catesby, who then first opened to 
Piercy his scheme of extirpating the whole royal fiimily and nobles 
by gunpowder : to aid which purpose, Piercy engaged to furnish 
four thousand pounds out of the Earl of Northumberland's rents, 
and to provide ten swift horses in case of any emergency that might 
require speed. Upon the discovery of die plot, hcS betook himself 

d2 
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to a few 'more, and among the rest, to Thomas 
Winter,, whom they sent over to Flanders, in 
quest of Fawkes, an officer in the Spanish service, 
with whose zeal and courage thej were all 
thoroughly acquainted. 

When they inlisted any new conspirator,tn order 
to bind him to secrecy, they always, together with 
an oath, employed the Communion, the most sa- 
cred rite of their religion. And it is remarkable, 
that no one of these pious devotees ever enter- 
tained the least compunction with regard to the 
cruel massacre, which they projected, (^what- 
ever was great and eminent in the nation. Some 
of them only were startled by the reflection, that 
of necessity many Catholics must . be present, as 
spectators or attendants on the king, or as haviing 
seats in the house of peers. But Tesmond, a 



to flighty and was killed with Catesby in the followiBg'maaner : — 
One, John Street^ of Worcester, who had charged his musket 
with a brace of bullets, and resting it upon the wall by the gate, 
shot at them as they were coming in rank,, and not in file, from the 
door towards the gate : each bullet, as he thought, killed a man ; 
for which action the king gave him two shillings a day during hb 
natural life, to be paid hiin out of the Exchequer. 
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Jesuit; and Garnet, superior of that order in 
England^ removed their scruples, and shewed them 
bow I the interests of religion required, that; the 
innocent should be sacrificed with the guilty. 

All this passed in the spring and summer of the 
year r 1604 ;. when the , conspirators also hired a 
bouse in Piercy's name, adjoining to that in which 
the parliament was to assemble. 

Towards the end of that year, they . began their 
operations. That they might be less interrupted, 
and giveless suspicion to the neighbourhood, they 
carried in.store of provisions with them, and n^ver 
desisted from their labour. Obstinate in their 
purpose, and confirmed by passion, by principle, 
and hf mutual exhortation, they little feared 
death in comparison of a disappointment; and 
having provided arms, together with the instru- 
ments of their labour, they resolved there to perish 
in case of a discovery. 

Their perseverance advanced the work:: and 
they soon pierced the wall, though three yards in 
thickness ; but on approaching the other side, they 
were somewhat; startled at hearing a noise, which 
they knew not how to account for. 
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Upon inquiry^ they fbund, tfaftt it came irom ihe 
Tftult below the house of lords ; that m maguitie of 
coals had been kept there; and that as the coals 
were selling off^ the vault would be let to the 
highest bidder. The opportunity was immediate- 
ly seized ; the p^e hired by Piercy ; thirty^ix 
barrels of powder lodged in it ; the whole covered 
up with faggots and billets^ the doors of the cellar 
boldly flung open, and every body admitted as if 
it contained nothing dangerous. Confident of 
success, they now began to look forward, and to 
plan the remaining part of thdr project 

The king, the queen, prince Henry, were all ex-^ 
pected to be present at the opening of parliament. 
The duke, by reason of his tender age, would be 
absent, and it was resolved, that Piercy should 
seize him, or assassinate him* 

The Princess Elizabeth, a child likewise, was 
kept at Lord Harrington's house, in Warwick- 
shire; and Sir Everard Digby, Rockwood, Grant, 
being let into the conspiracy, engaged to assemble 
their friends on pretence of a hunting match, and 
seizing that princess, immediately to proclaim her 
queei\. So transported were they witii rage 
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against tfadir adversaries, and so charmed with the 
prospect of revenge, that thej forgot all care of 
their own safety; and trusting to the general con- 
fusion, which must result from so uiieispected a 
blow, they foresaw not, that the fury of the peo- 
ple, now unrestrained by any authority, must have 
turned against them, and would probably have 
satiated itself by an universal massacre of the Ca<- 
tholics. The day, so long wished-for, now ap- 
proached, on which the parliament was appointed 
to assemble. The dreadful secret, though com^ 
municated to above twenty persons, had been reli<* 
giously kept, during the space of near a year and 
a half. No remorse, no pity, no fear of punish^ 
ment, no hope of reward, had, as yet, induced 
any one conspirator, either toabandon the enter* 
prize, or make a discovery of it. The holy fury 
had extinguished in their breast every other mo* 
tive ; and it was an indiscretion at last, proceed- 
ing chiefly from these very bigoted prejudices and 
partialities, which saved the nation. Ten days 
before the meeting of parliament, Lord Monteagle, 
a Catholic, son to Lord Morley, received the fol- 
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lowing ' letter, which had been delivered to his 
Berrant by an unknown hand. 

My Lordj 

Out of the love I bear to some of your 
friendsy I have a care of your preservation. There- 
fore I would advise yoUj as you tender your life^ to 
devise some excuse to shift off your attendance at this 
parliament. For God and man have concurred to 
punish the wickedness of this time. And think not 
slightly of this advertisement ; hut retire yourself 
into your country j where you may expect the event in 
safety. For^ though there be no appearance of any 
stiry yet I say^ they mil receive a terrible blow this 
parliament ; and yet they shall not see who hurts 
them. This counsel is not to be contemned^ because it 
may do you goody and can do you no harm : for the 
danger is past as soon as you have burned the letter. 
And I hope God mil give you the grace to make 
good use of it ; unto whose holy protection I com- 
mend you. 

Monteagle knew not what to make of this letter; 
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and though inclined to think it a foolish attempt 
to frighten and ridicule him, he judged it safest 
to carry it to Lord Salisbury, secretary of state. 
Though Salisbury, too, was inclined to pay little 
attention to it, he thought proper to lay it before 
the king, who. came to town a few days after. To 
the king it appeared not so light a matter ; and from 
the serious earnest style of the letter, he conjectured 
that it implied something dangerous and import- 
ant. A terrible hhw^ and yet the authors concealed; 
a danger so sudden^ and yet so great ; these cir- 
cumstances seemed all to denote some contrivance 
by gunpowder ; and it was thought advisable to 
inspect all the vaults below the houses of parlia* 
ment. This care belonged to the Earl of SuflFolk, 
lord chamberlain; who purposely delayed the 
search tUl the day before the meeting of parliament. 
He remarked those great piles of wood and faggots 
which lay in a vault under the.upper ho]U5j&; and. 
he cast his eye upon Fawkes*, who stood in a dark 



* GUIDO FAWKES, 
A gendeman, and an officer in the Spanish service, was purposely 
brought out of Flanders to assist in the mine, and fire the train under 
the parliament house. Upon the prorogation of the parliament, he 

E 
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corner, and passed himself for Piercy^s servant. 
That daring and determined courage, which so 
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letumed lo Flaiideft, to ooosutt with Owen and Sir William Stanley ; 
the latter of whom had treacherously, and contrary to his oath, deliver- 
ed up Deventer, a rich town in Overyssely gained from the Spaniards 
by Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester. From Flanders Fawkes went 
to Italy, and from thepce came lo England ; where he passed for tbe 
servant of Piercy, under the fictitious name of Guy Johnson. He 
was prtacipdly enqdoyed in placing th<^ gunpowder, fiiggots, 8cc. in 
proper oide^ for explosion^ and at the same time 19 conooalnieiit 
from too curious observation ; as the doors of the cellar were left 
open far pnbKc Inspec^n, to avoid susfMcion. Fkwkes was appre- 
hended at tke eiitovw:^ of the Qellar-4oor, aboi»t midja^^hi^ by Sin 
Thomas Knevett (a gentleman of his majesty's privy chamber, and a 
justice of peace in Westminster), who immediately carried him be- 
fw(e th^ privy cQuniQilj hf^re whom be aSrmedi. thai hftd hie be^eii 
within the doors at the time of bis apprehension, he would have 
blown himself up, with alt those diat were about him at the time. 

lie ^in lAef^tldB emmioed at WhilebaU ; where no man, of 
whatever rank; was denied access or speech with himi; and, notwith* 
standing the continued teazing, and impertinent questions that were 
put tohiBii,itwaaob»Mved,he neither changed countenance nor lost 
hi# temper tjie whole day ; trea^ tbe better soct with contemptu- 
ous scorn, and jestingly mocking the rest. He was from the* council 
conveyed to theTomiev ; where, aMrougb he was shewed and threat- 
en^ with t}ie m^kj^he stiU seemed %edii\luj^fij;st purpose oldeny^ 
ing any accomplice whatever ; and it is asserted, he was prevailed 
on to make what confession he did from the fottowing circumstance 
being told him, upon siicb an^thority a9 he Qould not doubt., 

There waa one Mc, Flickering,, of TiefauMffslk Qr^vc^ in No^dir 
an^ pt ons h iffe ,, 4»al:. was, in great esteem with Ku^g Jkm^ Tkm M«» 
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much distinguished this conspirator^ even among 
those heroes in vilianj, was fully painted in his 

to hunt with the king. A little before the blow was to be given, 
Mr. Keies, one of the conspirators, and brother-in-law to Mr. 
Pickering, borrowed this horse of him, and conveyed him to London 
upon a bloody design, which was thus contrived. Fawkes, upon the 
day of the fatal blow, was appointed to retire himself into St. 
George's Fields, wher^ this borte was to attend hiin, \o farther his 
escape (as they made him believe), so soon as the parliament house 
should be blown up. tt was likewise contrived that Mr. Pickering, 
who was noted for a purity should that m<Millg be inUrdered iti 
his bed, and secretly conveyed away ; as also, that Fawkes, so soon 
as he came into St. George's Fields to escape, should be there mur- 
dered, atid so mangled, that he could not h^ kiloWtt : ^h^eU|Mnl it 
was to be bruited abroad, that the puritatis had bloivn up the parlii^ 
ment-house ; and the better to make the world believe it, there was 
Mr. Pickering, with his choice horse, xeady to make an escape ; but 
diat stirred up some, who seeing the heidousness of the &ct, and him 
ready to escspe^ in detestatfOd of so honriblcl a dedd, fell upon him, 
and hewed him to pieces ; add to make it mote clear, there waft hid 
horse, kdowd to be of ^lecial speed aiid sliHftnesft, ready to ttitry 
him away ; and iiqpod this rumour, a tnassacre should b^ve gone 
through the whole laud upod the purkans. When the contrivatdde 
of tlus' plot wa^ tbu* discovered by some of the tiOfii^iratOrs, idid 
Fawkes, who wiM dow a prisoner in tfie ToWer, ntitde acsquuhtfted 
with it^ wheraM before he Hfta maid6 fo belieVe by Ms codipamon^, 
that ke shdilU h€ bOtfdtifyiy fefWiatA^ tot that his good ftervke to 
die catboGd eanse, dow p^cerridg iba^ on Ae ^on^aty, his desdi 
had beed contrived hf them, he dieredpofl freely eosfessed adi that he 
kmw eodc^erttidg IbM horrid cOdftpfaiicy^ ivMch before, all the tor- 
ttt^s of tb^ rack could dot forte Inm idfo. iW Uniii of fifis ws/s 
attested by Mr. WiUiaid Perkins^ who bad it fihoHi Mr. Cledieiff 
CottoDi to whom Mr.. Pickerii^ gave the t/ls&f6 feh^fm, 

£2 
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countenance, and was not passed unnoticed by the 
chamberlain. Such a quantity also of fuel, for the 
use of one who lived so little in town as Piercy, 
appeared a little extraordinary ; and, upon com* 
paring all circumstances, it was resolved that a 
more thorough inspection should be made. About 
midnight. Sir Thomas Knevett, a justice of peace, 
was sent with proper attendants ; and before the 
door of the vault finding Fawkes, who had just 
finished all his preparations, he immediately seized 
him ; and turning over the faggots, discovered the 
powder. The matches and every thing proper for 



Guy Fawkes was executed witb Thomas Winter, Ambrose Rock- 
wood, and Robert Keies, within the Old Palace Yard, West- 
minster, not for from the parliament-house, January 31st, 1 606. 

Doctor Fuller in his Church History, remarks the followii^ cir- 
cumstance concemii^ Keies. — ^A few days before the fatal blow 
ahould have been given, Keies, being at Tlchmarsh, in N(Mrtfaamp- 
tonshire, at his brother-in-law's house, Mr. Gilbert Pickerii^, apro- 
testant, he suddenly whipped out his sword, and in merrimeiit made 
many offers therewith at the heads, necks, and sides, of several gen- 
tlemen and ladies then in his company : it was then taken for a mere 
fix>lic, and so passed accordingly ; but afterwards, when the treason 
was discovered, such as remembered his gestures, diought he prac- 
tised what he intended to do when die plot should take dSFect ; that 
is, to hack and l\ew, kill and destroy, aU eminent persons of a differ^ 
ent religion from himself. 



^ 
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setting fire to the train, were taken in Fawkes's 
pocket; who finding his guilt, now apparent, and 
seeing no refuge but in boldness and despair, ex- 
pressed the utmost regret that he had lost the op- 
portunity of firing the powder at once, and of 
Sweetening his own death by that of his enemies* 
Before the council, he displayed the same intrepid 
firmness, mixed even with scorn and disdain ; re- 
fusing to discover his accomplices, and shewing 
no concern but for the failure of the enterprize. 

This obstinacy lasted two or three days : but 
bdng confined to the Tower, left to reflect on his 
guilt and danger, and the rack being just shewn to 
him, his courage, fatigued with so long an effort, 
and unsupported by hope or society, at last failed 
him, and he made a full discovery of all the con^ 
spirators. 

Catesby, Piercy, and the other criminals, who 
were in London, though they had heard of the 
alarm taken at a letter sent to Monteagle, though 
they had heard of the chamberlain's search, yet 
they were resolved to persist to the utmost, and 
never abandon their hopes of success : but at last, 
hearing that Fawkes was arrested, they hurried' 
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dowD to Warwickshire ; where Sir Everard Digby, 
thinking himself assured that success had at* 
tended his confederates, was already in arms, in 
order to seize the Princess Elizabeth. 

She had escaped into Xllovcntry ; and they were 
obliged to put themselves on their defence against 

the country, who were raised from all quarters, and 

• 

armed, by the sheriff. The conspirators, with all 

their attendants, never exceeded the number of 

eighty persons; and being surrounded on every side 

could no longerentertain hopes either of prevailing 

or escaping. Having therefore confessed thern^^ 

selves, and received; absolution, they boldly pret 

pared for death, and resolved to. sell their lives as 

dear as possible to the assailants. But even this 

miserable consolation was denied them : some of 

their powder took .fire, and disabled them for 

ddence. > ' 

The people hished in upon them ; Piercy and 

Catesby were killed by one shot : Digby, . Rock- 

i- 
wood. Winter*, and others, being taken prisoners, 

» THOMAS WINTER, 
A discontented catholic^ had thoughts of quitting England forever, 
and had letn-ed hin^self to fab br other^s house in the co^atrj, till 
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were triedy confessed their guilty and died, as well 
as Garnet, by the hands of the executioner. Not* 
withstanding this horrid crime, the bigotted catho- 
lics were so devoted to Garn^, that they fancied 
miracles to be wrought by his blood ; and in Spain 
be was regarded as a martyr. 



such time as a convenient opportunity should offer for that purpose/ 
In the mean time he was twice sent for by Catesby, to come witfi al) 
speed possible, to London ; where, when he came on the second m^ 
vitation, Catesby opened to him his gunpowder scheme, into which 
Winter readily entered,, and ahnost as soon set off for Ftanders, to 
sound the indioatioBS. of several leading persoas^ towards such a 
scheme; where he was recommended to Fawkes^ as a proper per-^ 
son to overlook the work, he being an approved soldier, and skilful 
•Qgiiieer. They embarked at Dunkirk, and came to England to» 
gether ; soon after which Piercy hired the house adjpining the House 
of Lords, where they first began the mine. Winter, in concert 
with the lesl,. retired to St^oidshire ; where, at the explosion of 
powder that was laid in a platter to dry, he was scorched in so shock- 
a manner, as rendered him incapable of defence. Some little time 
befeve this accident. Winter dreamt '' that be saw steeples and 
churches stand awry, and within those churches strange aad un* 
known faces.'' And after, when the aforesaid explosion had, the day 
following, scorched duMcs of the confedaratfts, and imieh disfigure d 
the faces and countenances of Grant, Rockwood, and others, then 
did Winter call to mind his dream, and to his remembrance diought, 
diat the fiices of hi» associates, so scorched, resembled those which 
he had aeevt in his dream. From tfie confession he made, he ap- 
pears to have been very pemtent and resigned to his fate. Exe- 
cuted January 31, I6O6. 
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Neither had the desperate fortune of the conspi* 
rators urged them to this enterprize, nor had the 
former profligacy of their lives prepared them fer 
so great a crime. Before that audacious attempt, 
their conduct seems, in general, to be liable to no 
reproach. Catesby's character had entitled him to 
such regard, that Rockwood and Digby were se- 
duced by their implicit trust in his judgment; and 
they declared, that, from the motive alone of friend- 
ship to him, they were ready on any occasion to 
have sacrificed their lives. Digby * himself was as 
highly esteemed and beloved as any man in Eng- 
land; and he had been particularly honoured with 
the good opinion of Queen Elizabeth. It was 
bigotted zeal alone, the most absurd of prejudices 
masqued with reason, the most criminal of passions 
covered with the appearance of duty, which seduced 
them into measures that were fatal to themselves, 
and had so nearly proved fatal to their country. 



* Digby, after his condemnatioii, wrote in a letter to his wife: 
'' Now for my intention, let me tell you, that if I had thought there 
had been the least sin in the plot, I would not have been in it for 
all die world; and no other cause drew me to hazard my fortune 
and life, but zeal to God's religion." 
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The Lords Mordaunt and Stourton, two catho- 
lics, were fined, the former ten thousand poands, 



ROBERT WINTER 
.Wiis draMrn into thii^ conspiracy by hb brother Thomas'*^; who^iind- 
ing^ the, persons first engaged in the mine insufficient to the task, 
proposed this brother as an assbtant the rest might depend on; and 
at their condemnation he petitioned the court to suffer for bodi, as 
having been the means of his brother's misfortune. Robert Winter 
escaped in company with Stephen Littleton (owner of the house 
at Holbachy where the rest had taken shelter), and first found suc- 
cour from one Perks, who fecreted them in his. bam ; bot doubting 
of their safety, they removed firom thence, and were harboured by 
Humphrey Littleton, commonly called Yellow Hiimphrey,Mvb6 was 
governor of the house in the absence of Mrs. Littleton, the owner 
thereof. Here they were not many days, but the cook of the house 
did much wonder what use Humphrey Littleton should make of so 
many dishes in his chamber at every meal, and, to satisfy bis curio- 
sity, went secretly to the door, and peeping through the key-hole^ 
saw Stephen Littleton, and another man with him : at which sigbt 
he was so terrified, that he knew not what to do ; for to reveal them 
might endanger their. lives, and to conceal them might cost him his 
own. After some debate with himself, he did resolve to keep out 
of further trouble, and accordingly went and disclosed what'he dis- 
covered to a relation ; whereupon followed . their apprehension^ 
and afterward their conviction, condemnation, and execution. 



* There was another brother of thi& fiunily, John Winter, who 
was executed at Worcester, with Humphrey Littleton, Perks of 
Hagley , and Burford his man ; for receiving and entertaining Robert 
Winter and Stephenlitdeton at the time of their flight, contrary to 
die kmg's proclamation. John Winter employed a man at Warwick, 
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the latter four thousand, by the StarHcbamber, be- 
cause their absence from parliament bad begotten 
a suspicion oif their being acquainted with the con- 
spiracy. The Earl of Northumberland was fined 
thirty thousand pounds, and detained several 
years prisoner in the Tower ; because, riot to men- 
tion other grounds of suspicion, he had admitted 
Piercy into the number of gentlemen pensioners, 
without his taking the requisite oaths. 

The king, in his speech to the parliament, ob- 
served, that though religion had engaged the con- 
spirators in so criminal an attempt, yet ought we 
not to involve all the Roman catholics in the same 
guilt, or suppose them equally disposed to comipit 
such enormous barbarities. Many holy men, he 
said, and our ancestors among the rest, had been 
seduced to concur with that church in her scho- 
lastic doctrines concerning the pope^s power of 
dethroning kings, or sanctifying assassination. The 
wrath of heaven is denounced against crimes, but 
innocent error may obtain it's favour; and nothing 



to leam on like i^rumpet tke points of war, luidJufit Umiii jp»y for 
a mondi previoii3 to tbe discov^^f the plpt 
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omt be more hateful than the uncharitableness of 
the puritans, who condetnn alike to eternal tor* 
ments even the most inoffensive partizans of 
popery. For his part, he added, that conspiracy, 
however atrocious, should never alter in the least 
his plan of government : while with one hand he 
punished guilt, with the other he would still sup- 
port and protect imiocence. After this speech he 
prorogued the parliament till the 22d January*. 

The moderation, and I may say magnanimity of 
the king, inymediately after so narrow an escape 
from so detestable a conspiracy, was no wise agrees 
aUe to his subjects. Their animosity against po- 
pery, even before this prcxrocation, had risen to a 
great pitch ; and it had perhaps been more pru- 
dent in James, by a little dissimulation, to have 
conformed himself to it. His theological learning, 
confirmed by disputation, had happily fixed his 
judgment in the protestant faith; yet was his heart 



* Hie parliament this session passed an act obliging every one to 
take the oath of allegiance : — ^a very moderate test^ since it decided 
no controverted points between the two religions, and only engaged 
the persons- who took it to abjure die pope's power of dethronixig 
kings. 

F 2 
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a little biassed bj the allurements of Rome, and 
he had been well pleased, if the making of some 
advances could have effected an union with that 
ancient mother church. 

He strove to abate the acrimony of his own sub- 
jects against the religion of their fathers ; he be* 
came himself the object of their diffidence and 
aversion. Whatever measures he embraced, 
in Scotland to introduce. prelacy, in England to 
enforce the authority of the established church, 
and support it's rites and ceremonies, were in- 
terpreted as so many steps towards popery, . and 
were represented by the puritans as symptoms 
of idolatry and superstition. 



JOHN WRIGHT 

Was one of the first persons to iitrhom Catesby intrusted the secret 
of the plot ; and they mutually agreed, that all who afterwards 
should enter on that bufiinessy should take the following oadi ; which 
was first administered by Catesby, Piercy, and this Wright, each 
to the other, at a house behind St. Clement's church, without Tem^ 
pie-Bar : — " You shall swear by the Blessed Trinity, and by the 
Sacrament you now purpose to receive, never to disclose, direcdy 
nor indirectly, by word or circumstance, the matter that shall be 
proposed to you to keep secret, uor denst from the execution 

thereof until tb^ j-est shall give you leave/' He was killed, with 

a number of the other conspirators, in their desperate sally at Hoi- 
bach, the place of their last resort. 



1 
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Christopher WRIGHT. 

One. of the Conjpirafors in ^ {runprnvder Pht . 
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Ignorant of the consequences, or unwilling to 
sacrifice to politics his inclination, which he Called 
his conscience, he persevered in the same measures, 
and gave trust and preferment almost indifferently 
to his catholic and protestant subjects ; and find- 
ing his person, as well as his title, less obnoxious to 
the church of Rome than those of Elizabeth, he 
gradually abated the rigour of those laws which 
had been enacted against that church, and which 
were so acceptable to his bigotted subjects : but 
the effects of these dispositions, on both sides, be^ 
came not very sensible, till towards the conclusion 

of bis reign. 

I . . . 

CHRISTOPHER WRIGHT, 

I^e;Roh^rt Wititer^ was brought into the conspiracy by his own 
brother; and, from every circumstance. that can be collected con- 
ceroing bun, was nothii^ behind the rest in forwarding this work 
of ^mischief. It was Christopher Wright that first discovered the 
apprehension of Fawkes, and advised the conspirators to an inmie-^ 
diate and separate flight : which advice had they taken, it is more 
tbaii . probable some might have escaped ; instead of which, they 
impudently resolved to raise the country into an open rebellion, 
ajdd^ resort to. that place which was to have been their general ren* 
dez^us^had the explosion taken place: th^ consequence of which 
was^ they were pursued, overtaken, some taken alive, and the vest 
killed* Among the last was this Wright, and his brother. 
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At this iime James seems to have pdMessed the 
i^ections even of his English subjects, and, in a 
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THOMAS BATES. 

CSonceniiiig Thomas Bates, who was Catesby's voam^ as he was 
wound into this treason by his master, so was he resolved, when he 
doubted of the lawfiihiessr (hereof, by the ddctiiiie of llie Jesuits. 
For the manner, it was aftdr this sort : Catasby, noting Aiat hb 
man observed him extraordinarily, as suspecting something of that 
which he the said Catesby went a(K>ui, called him to him at fais 
l6dgiig in Puddk-Wkarf, and^ in die presence of Thomas Winter, 
asked him what he thought the business was they went about, for 
that he of kte had so suspiciously and strangely marked them. 
Bates answered, that he thought they Went aibout some datigerotis 
matter, whatsoever the particulars were : whereupon they asked 
him again what he thought the business might be ; and he answered, 
that he thought they intended some dangerous matter about die par* 
liament-house, because he had been sent to get a lodging near unto 
that place. Then did they make the said Bates take an oadi to be 
secret in the action : which being taken by him, they then told him 
that it was true that they were to execute a great matter ; namely, to 
lay powder under the parliament- house, to blow it up. Then they 
also told him that he was to recmve the sacrament, for the more as- 
surance ; and whereupon he went to confession to Tesmond the 
Jesuit, and in his confession told him, that he was to conceal a very 
dangerous piece of work that his nmster Catesby and Thomas 
Winter had imparted to him, and said he much feared the matter 
to be utterly unlawful,, and therefore therm desired the counsel of 
the jestti^ and revealed to him die whole intent and purpose of 
blowing up the parliament-house, upon the first day of the assem«- 
bly, at which the king, the queen, the prince, the lords spiritual 
and temporal, die judges, die knights^ citicens, and burgesses, 
should aU have been there convened and met together. But die 



(^ho:bates^ 



for the GV^NPOWSER PzOT, 
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tptembledc^greesthedrasl^ei^ and regard. Hitherto 
their complaints were chiefly levelled against his 
too great cwstwjcy t*) his early friendships ; a 
quality which, had it been attended with mone 
economy, the wise would have eKcused, and the 
candid'would even perhaps hare applauded. His 
parts, which were not despicable, and his learning, 
which was great, being highly extolled by his courr 
tiers and gownmen, and not yet ^ed in the 
management of any delipate affair for which he was 
unfit, raised a high idea of him in the world ; nor 
was it always through flattery or in«bcerity that 
he received the title of the secoqd Solomon. A fQ» 
port, which was suddenly spread about this ttnid 
of his being assassinated, visibly struck a great con* 



JQsuity being a confederate therein before^ resolved and encouriiged 
him in the action ; and said that he should be secret in that which 
his master had imparted into him/ for that k was for a good eause : 
adding, moreovcir, that it wa§ not dangerous untQ hiiPi nor 911; 
offence to conceal it. And thereupon the Jesuit g^ve him absolu- 
tion ; and Bates received the sacrament of him^ in the compigiy of 
his master Robert Catesby, and Thomas Winter. 

V^hen condemned^ he craved pardon, as being ignorant of the 
consequence of what he had poncealed| and as being led into it by 
his master, Tesmond, ^nd Winter; h^ was however executed, 
January $2, 1606. 
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stemation into all orders of men ; the commons also 
abated of their excessive frugality, and granted 
him ab aid, payaUe in four years, of three subsi^ 
dies, and six fifteenths, which Sir Francis Bacon 
said, in the house, might amount to about four 
hundred thousand pounds ; and for once the king 
and parliament parted in friendship and good hu^ 
mour. The hatred which the catholics so visibly 
bore him, gave him at this time an additional 
value in the eyes of his people. The only con- 
siderable point, in which the commons incurred 
fais displeasure, was by discovering their constant 
good-will to the puritans; in whose favour they 
desired a conference with the lords, which was 
rejected. 

Under the original of the engraving, in which 
alL the conspirators in the Gunpowder Plot are 
shewn together, is the following inscription : 

^* Effigies 7 Proditorum qui in cuniculis sub Domo Parliamenti^ 
Westmoiiasterijy prope Londinum, agendis, operam posuere : ad 
ipsam a fund^unentis evertendam pulvere tormentarioy cuih jnaxima 
parte Westmonasterij, ac it^ non solum Regem vita piivandum,. 
verumTetiam praecipuos Proceres totius Regni tain Eclesiasticos 
quam Seci^ares, potissiinam NotJi^ilitatem^ ac praecipuos Ministros 
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Regni, cum multis Spectatoniin millibiu. — Robertus Catesby 
Anniger primus immanu huius coniuraboiiis fuit suctor. — ^Hiomas 
Percy Nobilis in boc n^^tio mire vehemeiu fuit : Cellura sub 
^dibus Parlxmenti canduxit, ac valde diligens fiiit in cuniculii 
perficiendis. Eius caput nunc .£dibuB Parlamenti impositum 
conspidtur. — ^Thomas Winter a R. Catesby ad hoc &cinus inci- 
tatus et aductus est. — Guido Fawkea in partibus Belgij quae sunt 
obedientia Ducis Alberti, cu^n esset, ad hoc flagitium a Thomas 
Winter impulsus est : ac in Angham vemens, cum iurasset cum 
aliis super codicem Evai^lionun de silentk), Sacramentura quod 
Tocant Eucharistife a Sacriticulo accepit. — loannes Wrigt nobilis 
— Cbristopfaoms Wrigt — Robertui Winter. Atque hi aumerum ' 
Septenarium compleuere. Quibus accessit Bates, Robert Catesby 
famulus." 



4t MEMOIRS OF [jambs i. 



DOCTOR SIMON FORMAN. 



The best Account of this pretended Philosopher is to be found in 
the Life of miy, a Fellow4abouTer in th^ vineyard of 
Knaveiy, and is as foUowt: 

When my mistress died^ she had under her 
arm-hole a small scarlet bag fiiU of many things, 
which one that was there delivered unto me. 
There was in this bag several sigils, some of Jupiter 
in Trine, others of the nature of Venus, some of 
iron, and one of gold, of pure angel-gold, of the 
bigness of a thirty-three shilling piece of King 
James's coin. In the circumference on one side 
was engraven, Vicit Leo de tribu Jtcdce Tetra- 
grammaton'^j within the middle there was en- 
graven an holy lamb. In the other circumfe- 
rence there was Amraphel and three +. In the 
middle, Sanctus PetruSj Alpha and Omega *. 



* The occasion of framing this sigil was thus ; her former hus- 
band travelling into Sussex, happening to lodge in an inn, and to 







( SimokJFokm&n.^ 



fatlMfditTfauifidd ijp5. -, 
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He was a chandler's son in the city of West- 
minster. He travelled into Holland for a month 
in 1580, purposely to be instructed in astrology, 
and other more occult sciences ; as also in physic, 
taking his degree of Doctor beyond seas: being 
sufficiently furnished and instructed with what he 
desired, he returned into England, towards the 
latter end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and 
flourished until that year of King James, wherein 
the Countess of Essex, the Earl of Somerset, and 
Sir Thomas Overbury's matters were questioned. 
He lived in Lambeth with a very good report of 



lie in a chamber thereof, wherein, not many months before, a 
country grazier had lain, and in the night cut his own throat ; after 
diis night's lodging he was perpetually, and for many years followed 
by a spirit; which, vocally and articulately, provoked him to cut his 
throat ; he was used frequently to say, * I defy thee, I defy thee," 
and to spit at the spirit ; this spirit followed him many years, he not 
making any body acquainted with it ; at last he grew melancholy and 
discontented, which being carefully observed by his wife, she many 
times hearing him pronounce, * I defy thee,' &c. she desired him to 
acquaint her with the cause of his distemper, which he then did. 
Away she went to Dr. Simon Forman, who lived then in Lambeth, 
and acquaints him with it ; who having framed this sigil, and hailed 
it about his neck, he wearing it continually until he died, was never 
more molested by the spirit : I sold the sigil for thirty-two shillings 
but transcribed die words verbatm as I have related. 

' g2 
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the neighbourhood, especially of the poor, unto' 
whom he was charitable. He was a person that 
in horary questions, (especially thefts) was very ju- 
dicious and fortunate; so also in sicknesses, which 
indeed was his master-piece. In resolving ques- 
tions about marriage he had good success : in other 
questions very moderate. He was a person of in- 
defatigable pains. I have seen sometimes half 
one sheet of paper wrote of his judgment upon one 
question ; in writing whereof he used much tauto- 
logy, as you may see yourself, (most excellent 
Esquire) if you read a great book of Dr. Flood's, 
which you have, who had all that book from the 
manuscripts of Forman ; for I have seen the same 
word for word in an English manuscript formerly 
belonging to Doctor Willoughby of Gloucester- 
shire. Had Forman lived to have methodized bis 
own papers, I doubt not but he would have ad- 
vanced the Jatro-mathematical part thereof very 
compleatly ; for he was very observant, and kept 
notes of the success of his judgments*. 

* Being in bed one morning (aays he) I was desirous to know 
whether I should ever be a Lord^ Earl, or Knight, &c. whereupon 
I set a figure ; and there upcm my judgment : by which he concluded, 
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He professed to his wife there would be much 
trouble about Carr and the Countess of Essex, who 



that witfain two years time he should be a Lord or great man : 
Butj says'^ he, before the two years were expired, the Doctors put 
me in Newgate, and nothing came. Not long after, he was desirous 
to know die same things concerning his honour or greatship. An* 
other figure was set, and that promised him to be agreat Lord widi- 
in one year. But he sets down, that in that year he had no pre* 
ferment at all ; only I became acquainted with a merchant's wife, bj 
whom I got well. There is another figure concerning one Sir — — 
Ayre his going into Turkey, whether it would be a good, voyage or 
not : the Doctor repeats all his astrological reasons, and musters 
them together, and diengave his judgment it would be a fortunate 
voyage. But under this figure he concludes, this proved not so, for 
he was taken prisoner by pirates, ere he arrived in Turkey, and lost 
all. He set several questions to know if he should attain the philo* 
sopher's stone, and' the figures, according to his* straining, did seem 
to signify as much ; and then he tugs upon the aspects and configu- 
rations, and elected a fit time to b^in his operations ; but by-and-by, 
in conclusion, he adds, so the work went very forward; but upon 
the a of d die setting glass broke, and I lost all my pains : he sets 
down five or six such judgments, but still complains all came to 
nothing, upon the mal^ant aspects of ^ and <7. Althoij^h some 
of his astrological judgments did fiiil, more particularly those con- 
cemii^ hilnsdf, he being no way capable of such preferment as he 
ambitiously desired ; yet I shall repeat some other of his judgments, 
which did not £ul being performed by conference with spirits. My 
mistress went once unto him, to know when her husband, then in 
Cumberland, would return, he having promised to be at home near 
the time of the question ; after some consideration, he told her to 
this efiect : Maigery, for so her name was, thy husband will not be 
at home tiiese eighteen days ; his kindred have vexed him, and he 
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frequently resorted unto him, and from whose com- 
pany he would sometimes lock himself in his study 



is come away from diem in much anger; he is now in Carlisle, and 
hath but three-pence in his purse. And when he came home he 
confessed all to be true ; and that upon leaving his kindred, he had 
but three-pence in his purse. 

Another singular instance of him is, diat one Coleman, derk to 
Sir Thomas Beaumont, of Leicestershire, having had some liberal 
iavours bodi fix>m his Lady and her daughters, bragged of it, &c. 
The Kmg^t brought him into the Star-chamber, had his servant sen- 
tenced to be pilloried, whipped, and afterwards, during life, to be 
imprisoned. The sentence was executed in London, and was to be 
in Leicestershire : two keepers were to convey Coleman from die 
Fleet to Leicester. My mistress taking consideration of Coleman, 
and the miseries he was to suffer, went presently to Forman, ac- 
quainted him Ifaerevrith ; who, after conrideration, swore Coleman 
had lain both widi mother and daughters; and besides said, that the 
old Lady, being afficted with fits of the mother, called him into her 
chamber, to hold down the fits vrith his hands; and that he holding 
his hands about the breast, she cried. Lower, lower, and put his 
hands below her belly ; and then '. He also told my mistress 

in what posture he lay widi the young Ladies, &c. and said, diey in- 
tend in Leicester to whip him to death ; but I assure thee, Margery, 
he shall never come there ; yet they set forward to-morrow, says he; 
and so his two keepers did, Coleman's legs being locked with an 
iron chain under die horse's belly. In this nature they travelled the 
first and second day ; on the diird day the two keepers, seebg their 
prisoner's civility the two preceding days, did not lock his chain 
under the horse's belly, as formerly, but locked it only to one side. 
In this posture they rode some miles beyond Northampton, when^ 
on a sudden, one of die keepers had a necessity to untruss, and so the 
other and Coleman stood still ; by-and<-by the other keeper desired 
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a whole day. Now we come to his death, whidi 
happened as follows : the Sunday night before he 
died, his wife and he being at supper in their gar* 
den-house, she being pleasant, told him that she 
had been informed he coUld resolve, whether man 
or wife should die first ; Whether shall I (quoth 
^o) bury you or no ? Oh Trunco, for so he<:alled 
her, thou wilt bury me, but thou wilt much repent 
it Yea, but how long first P I shall die, said he^ 
ere Thursday night. Monday came, all was well. 
Tuesday came, he not sick. Wednesday came, and 



Coleman to hold his horse, for he had occasion also : Coleman im- 
mediately took one of their swords^ and ran through two of the 
horses, killing them stark dead; gets upon die other, with one of 
their swords ; farewell gentlemen, quoth he, tell my master I have 
no mind to be whipped in L^cestershire, and so went his way. The 
two keepers, in all haste, went to a gentleman's house near at hand, 
complaining of their misfortune, and desired of him to pursue their 
prisoner, which he, with much civility granted ; but ere the horses 
could be got reac^, the mistress of the house came down, and en- 
quiring what the matter was, went to the stable, and commanded the 
horses to be unsaddled, with this sharp speech : Let the Lady 
Beaumont, and her daughters live honesdy ; none of my horses 
shall go forth upon this occasion. 

I could relate many such stories of his performances ; as also 
what he wrote in a book left behind him, viz. This I made the 
devil write with his own hand, in Lambeth Fields, 1596, in June, or 
July, as I now remember. 
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still he was well ; with which his impertinent wife 
did much twit him in the teeth. Thursday came, 
and dinner was ended, he very well ; he went 
down to the water side, and took a pair of oars to 
go to some buildings he was in hand with in 
Puddle Dock. Being in the middle of the Thames, 
he presently fell down, only saying, An impost, 
an impost, and so died. A most sad storra of 
wind immediately following. 







WILLIAM LITHGOW. 

Qj^n/ me^ ^/z^Jj /u^ woMi^^ tJnetiaJi/ fJuiJw/if. 

TkbUpfcd Juli/ i0.fjp2 . !/i^ I -Caul field, London . 
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WILLIAM LITHGOW. 



William LITHGOW, whose sufferings by 
imprisonment and torture at Malaga, and whose 
travels on foot, over Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
seem to raise him almost to the rank of a martyr* 
and a hero, published an account of his peregri- 
nations and adventures -f-. Though the author 
deals much in the marvellous, the horrid account 
of the strange cruelties of which he tells us he was 
the subject, have, however, an air of truth. Soon 
after his arrival in England, from Malaga, he was 
cairried to Theobalds on a feather-^bed, that King 
James might be an eye-witness of his ^^ martyred 
anatomy,'' by which he means his wretched body 
mangled and reduced to a skeleton. The whole 
court crowded to see him ; and his majesty order- 



^ He suffered as a spy and heretic, having been condemned by 
the inquisition. 

t The first edition was printed in I6l4, 4to. and re-printed in 
the next rdgn, with additions, and a dedication to Charles I. 
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ed him to be taken care of; and he was twice sent 
to Bath at his expence. By the king's command^ 
he applied to Gondooiar, the Spanish ambassa- 
dor, for the recovery of the money and other 
things of value which the governor of Malaga had 
taken from him, aiid for a thousand poilnds fbr Mis 
support. He was promised a full reparation for 
the damage he had sustained ; but the perfidious 
minister never performed his promise. When he 
was upon the point of leaving England^ Iiithgow 
upbraided him with the breach of his word, in the 
presenoe chamber, before several gentlemen of thb 
court. This occasioned their fighting upon the 
spot; and the ambassador, as the traveller oddly 
expresses it, had his fistula* contrabanded with his 
fist. The unfortunate Lithgow, who was generally 
commended for his spirited behaviour, was sent to 
the Marshalsea, where he continued a prisoner 
nine months. At the conclusion of the octavo 
edition of. his ^* Travels,"' he informs us^ that^in 
his three voyages, " his painful feet have traced 



^ Gondomar was afflicted with a fistula^ which occasioned his 
using a perforated chair, which is exhibited in one of his prints. 
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over (besides passages of seas and rivers) thirty-six 
thousand and odd miles, which draweth near to 
twice the circumference of the whole earth/^ 
Here the marvellous seems to rise to the incredible, 
and to: set him^ in point of vwacity below Coryat, 
whom it is neverthelesi* certain he far out-walkedr 
WiB description of Ireland is whimsical and curl- 
ous. This, together with the narrative of his 
siifieriqgs,. is ri&printed in Morgan's Fhcmx Bri- 
tannicm. His book is very scarce. 

It appears by the following extract y that lAthgow had no scruple 
in appropriating every accident to his own advantage; and that, 
upon some occasions, he could commit the same actions, he so severely 
censures in another. 

** I traversed the kingdom to Trapundie, seeking transportation 
for Africk, but could get none : and returning thence overthwart 
the island, I call to memory being lodged in the bouirge of Saror 
mutza, belonging to a young baron, and being bound the way of 
Castello Franko, eight miles distant, and appertaining to another 
young noble youth, I rose and marched by the break of day, where 
it was my luck, half way from either town, to find both these beard- 
less barons lying dead, aad ne^ killed, in the fields, and their horses 
standing tied to a busb beside them ; whereiat^ being greatly moved, 
I approached them, ailid p»^ekfUlf^ ibs bodies to be richly clad 
widi silken stu£fs, facy^Cdiijecturad #t»l ^y might be ; my host 
having told me the former night, that these two barons were at 
great discord about the love of a young noble woman. And here it 
proved, for that lady's sake, that Troppo anwre turned to Presto 
dolore. 

H 2 
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" UpoD wluch sq^t, to speak Ibe truth, I •earcbed both tkcu 
pockets, and found their two ailkeo purses full loaden widi Spaiusb 
pistoles ; whereat my heart sprung for joy ; and taking five rings off 
Ifaeir four hands, i hid them and the two purses in the ground, half 
a mile beyond this place : And retumii^ agiun, leaped to one of 
dieir horses, and came galloping back to Saramutza ; where calling 
up my host, I told him the acodent, vbo, when he saw the htHve, 
gave a shout for sorrow, and running to the castle, told the lady the 
baron's mother; where in a moment, she, her children, and the 
whole town, run with me to the place, some clad, some naked, some 
on foot, and tome on horse ; where, when come, grievous was it to 
behold thnr wofiil and sad lamentatioaB. I thus seeing them all 
mad and distracted of dieir wits with boitow, left them widiout 
good n^ht: And coming to my treasure, made speedy way to 
Cattello Frarih), where bearing them the like news, I»«ugfat them 
all to the like distraction and flight of feet 

" And DOW to reckon the gold that I found in the aforesaid purses, 
it amounted to three hundred and odd double pistoles ; and di^r 
rings being set with diamonds, were valued to a hundred chicqueens 
of Malta, (^ht shillings the piece) which I dispatched for less. 
But die gold was my best second, which, like Homer' i lUiadi under 
AUxandet't pillow, waa my continual Vatk mecum." 



Three to One . 

Beii^;,Aii Englifh Spanifli Onnbat, 

Performed b; a 'Wefteme Gentlemui^of TanyAi^ in Deaonlhire, 

with an £nglifll Quarter Staff^agninft Three Spanifh 

Rapiers and Poniard^ at Sherriet in Spaine, 

T^e fifteene da^ of Nonembei; iGss . 

In the prefence of Dukes, Condei,Marqiiifses,and other Grea.t 

Dons of Spaiae^being the Coimfellof Warre. 
Ike Author of diis Booke^and Actor in tills Enooontei; R . Ptiecke . 



Printed at Londion for I.T. and are tobe fold at his Shopye. 
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RICHARD PEEKE. 



Richard PEEKJE,ofTayi8toke,in the county 

r 

of Devon, who had been a voyage to Argiers^ en- 
tefed a volunteer in* the expedition against Cales,* 
inSpain ; and: at the castle of Puntall, on tha^ 
eoast, (to use his own phrase), performed some des. 
perateservice. On the surrender of this castle, the 
English troops were landed ; when some of them, 
wandering up the country for plunder, fell info the 
snare of a Spanish ambuscade, by whom they were 
barbarously massacred. Peeke, who had con« 
tinned on board till the troops had taken possession 
pf the place, no sooner came on shore, than under- 
]standing from some Englishmen, who were on 
their return from pillaging the vineyards of fruit, 
&c. that there was no danger of venturing up the 
country, he boldly resolved to pursue the journey 
alone. He had scarcely proceeded a mile on his 
way, before he discovered the bodies of three Eng- 
lishmen dead, and one just dying. Pity for the 
wounded ma^, and pwbi^s some personal fear, 
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induced him to desist from further exploring the 
country; he therefore resolved, if possible, to carry 
the man, who was speechless, to the ships for assist- 
ance. While employed on this charitable service, 
bis attention was roused by the approach of a 
Spanish horseman, who made at him, with an intent 
of riding him down ; on perceiving whidi, retreat- 
ing, he drew hb sword, and wrapping his cloak 
about, his arm, he resolved to adl his life at as deas 
a rate as possible. It so fortuned, that the Spaniard, 
as well as himself, was destitute of fire-arms; 
which reduced thexn more on a teveL Peeke, re- 
tiring sideways up a banki and the Spaniard pur- 
suing, it waa his fortone to whisk his cloak in the 
eyfis of the horse i at which being startled, he todc 
the advantegj^ to dismount the rider; and having 
thus overcome him, was rifling bis pockets of what 
property he had about him, which amounted to 
only five pieces of eight, about twenty shillings 
English. While he was thus making busy use of 
his victory, he was observed by fourteen Spanish 
musqueteers, who, without ceremony, presented 
their pieces, and would certainly have shot him, 
had it. not befin for fear of inyolving their cduntry^^ 
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man, wbo was in degree a knights in t^e same fate; 
tbey therefore contented theoiBelve^ with takiiig 
him prisoner; which they" had novsodner done^ 
than the Spaniard whom he had overcome malici>- 
onsly drew his sword, and despoately wonnded 
him hi the face, from ear to ear ; and had it not 
been for the musqueteers, would there have piit an 
end to his existence^ Upon this he wa^ led a 
prisoner into the town of Cales ; where he reports 
to have seen Englishmen's heads kicked ^bont the 
streets like foot-balls, and their ears cut off, arid 
worn in Spanish hats, in scorn; 

In passing throu^ th6 town, a Fleming cried^ 
'* Whither do you lead this English dog ? Kill 
Urn! kill him! he's no christian r and with an 
halbert wounded him four inches deep in the back. 

After lying eighteen days in the prison at Cales, 
he was ordered to Sherry's^ or Xerisy about threie 
leagues distance, to take his trial ; where, before 
three dukes, four condes, or earh, four marqmsses, 
and other persons of note, he underwent a long ex- 
amination, in the course of which he was fain to 
put up with many bitter taunts and jokes on his 
countrymen, who were compared by a Spaniard to 
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gaUinas^ or hens; at which Peeke's indignatioif 
rising, he said, if the English were hens, he could 
pretty well prove the Spaniards were little better 
than puUets or chickens. At which the Duke of Me- 
dina, with a brow half angry, asked him if he dared 
fight with one of those Spanish pullets. This being 
eagerly accepted, a combatant was produced, 
whom Peeke suddenly disarmed, and presented the 
weapons, rapier and poignard, to the dukes. It 
was then demanded if he would undertake another, 
which at first he refused, on account of the im- 
placable resentment of a vanquished Spaniard ; but 
being assured of protection, he again entered the 
lists, armed only with an halbert, the head of which 
was knocked ofi^, to resemble an . English quarter- 
staff, with which he opposed himself to any six 
they would produce ; which the noblemen present 
thinking too much for any man to encounter, re- 
stricted the number to three*, who were armed 



* Peeke modestly excuses his arrogance^ in undertaking so manyi 
in these words : '^ To dye I thought most certain; but to dye 
basely, I would not. For three to kill one, had been to me no 
dishonour; to them (weapons considered) no glory. An honour- 
able sttbjectbn I esteemed better than an ignoble conquest. Upon 
these thoughts I fell to it." 
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each with two weapons, rapier and poniard. 
After many desperate thrusts from the united ra- 
piers, and repeated parryings with the quarter-staff, 
it was his good fortune, with a well-aimed blow, 
to lay one of his adversaries dead at his feet; which 
giving him fresh vigour, he so well employed his 
staff, as to make the remaining two trust their 
safety to their heels; one taking to the band of 
soldiers for protection, and the other sheltering 
himself behind the bench of judges. On this de- 
feat, the soldiers and mob became clamourous 
against the Englishman ; which the Duke of Men 
dina-Sidonia soon silenced, by proclaiming it 
death for any man to offer him the least personal 

ft 

abuse. A collection was made for him on the spot 
by his judges, one from another, which aipounted 
to four pounds ten shillings ; and he was ta^kep 
under the patronage of the Marquis AlqqeQe;r^, 
who presented him to the King of Spain, a.t 

I. 

Madrid, where the king hiinself offered him a j^ace 
under his government : which declioiqg, he came 
into England, and published the narrative this 
account is taken from. 
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MULLD-SACK. 



TntS -most 'itototidtis fellow i^ds tkb s<!>ii of >dtte 
Mr. CottiiigtOD, ft lA{)iercl£^l(ef 6f 8knlaIl-#iEir<!^ ih 
Cfaea^de; btitblsiaihi^beiifg'alxK)^ toiiapahldii, 
wheteby lile bad wfts^ted bis sufc^'tdttilce, he'di^d fl6 
pbor Ib^t he was 6bli^ to 4>e biiiied i|^ >thfe 
paH^h. He l^ft behiiid biott ^e^b attt^Mei^^iid 
fbnr tons»'ifae ;^ouli^t of ^boin 'W^ the tiBbat|>^ 
i)erttoh 'trb<)*b history 'weftre'relittirig. 

'At eight years of age he was, by theovereeers of 
fthe J)airish, J)Ut oiit apprentit^ to a ^hitniiey- 
/Sw^per, of St. Maiy*le-Bow, to whom he 'served 
/about fxv^ yeai^ ; and having then eotered his 
teeils, <he thought bin9Self-as-^i3od a man «is>hte 
inaster, whereupon he rab away, its ihitilting 4tfe 
had learnt do iuuch tsf his trade as ^«vfas siiffibtedt 
ilbr him to U^' tiponj dtid his^hi^tiis^r 6v«r. 

JETehadndsoJOiUer l<Einat««Ly Jft^Mb-MsiiliMtier/lMlt 
he was called by ithe name df ^t^l^Vi-^Sof^vihou^ 
bis real same was,/«An Cottingtoftt from his usually 
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^rW^tt ^?l^ ?»»lte^ PP^^ogi !^<>)<^^. and lugjit ; 
ana Qf^js nig^t dripking ^t (l^e P^yjl ^v^rn in 

JS'J^ptrStre^t^ a n)£f,$ch was made up betwixt hiip, and 
!QSip he tooH tQ Ipe a r^l wqman ; \^v^t Tf Jx^n he 
J|f^:^ qi^rriefl at the ^\^^ P^^^^,' ^^ coftunon 
P^^^ ^or jpii^ing ^1 rqgue3 ^n^ wbprqs tPg^ther, 
,^^^ c^m^ tQ be b^(l^ at fiig^t^ he fi)und his co- 
Pf^^nj^r ^ h^ ^ ppted person, c^lled^ Anr^med' 
Wffi^rRRkf^f ^n hermaphrodite, that i^^ to say, a 
of both se^i^. 
]&f uird-^Sack findiqg out what a mistake he had 
m%4e ?P inatr^ffioqy, began to grow very loose 
indeed, ^n^ spe^t agreat deal of money, which he 
.1^ ob);ained by ill cojijif^, qpon the five cele- 
hT?p^ wp^eP'^hayers w Drary-laoe ; which five 
^urifi? mp d^y geU^g a poo? woman amojig theip, 
YfJsiffm Ij^ffj wwpectpd th? priiwipal ^haver's bus- 
J^J94 Ligd to .^o f\\h, they did not only strip ^ler, 
-h^tv^ipp^ fa^r jfith rods most tpnihJy, shaved 
njjfir, »ffid tj^n spusqd >er tfi spds till ^ey W al- 
iBpst,iJsiUle!d utile pqpr wretch, whQse t^p, pries, 

^me 9&mm^4»pTfta^cn\§^ for the ^ipt, ai^d, cpn- 
:ifm^J^ ^e pai^gr, ^phqne or ^q of , jtUeia 

i2 
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suffered, the rest fled to Barbadoesi; but before 

V 

they went, they all ruined their poor husbands. 

Now Muird-Sack having left the good company 
of these women-shavers (for he did not love them 
so well as to suffer martyrdom for them in hurri- 
canes, storms, and tempests), his gentle air and 
mien, though a chimney-sweeper, made a mer- 
chant's wife in Mark-lane enamoured with him, 
who had none of the best character before she was 
acquainted with him, neither did MulFd-Sack get 
above an hundred and twenty pounds by her be- 
fore she fell sick. This gentlewoman originally 
was very pretty ; but, like other citizens' wives, she 
had contracted those distempers which not long 
after brought her to her grave ; her sickness having 
first buried those quick and lively colours in her 
face under the cold earth of a dead-and-buried 
paleness, which enviously triumphed in the spoils 
of her unparalleled beauty. Now judging herself, 
both by the glass of her face, and that unerring 
mirror her conscience, unworthy to live, since the 
first told her she cotild be in no favour with men, 
and the other more suifely told her she was out of 
favour with Heaven, she addressed herself to tete 
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but serious repentance, beginning at the right place 
with confession, unbo^ming herself to her hus- 
band, and craving first his pardon and forgiveness; 
which being gi*anted, she desired him to call up all 
her children, which were twelve in number, that 
she might take her leave of them, and say some- 
thing of them to him, which particularly concern- 

» 

ed him. When they were come about her bed, 
she thus began : " This eldest boy is truly your's, 
no man ever having to do with me until after his 
birth ; but this next to him is such a knight's son, 
that such a merchant's, that such a nobleman's, 
that such a doctor's ;'' and so forward, naming all 
men of good quality, excepting MulFd-Sack, who 
came dropping in at last; till she came to the 
youngest, who was carelessly biting on a piece of 
bread and butter ; when j ust as she was pronouncing 
hi^ parentage, the boy broke out into this language: 
** Hold, mother! pray bethink yourself before you 
die! for God's sake let me have a father that's rich 
and genteel too, as well as the rest of my brothers 
and sisters T Which proving to his wish, the boy 
Was overjoyed ; but the poor cuckold his father 
was sadly dismayed at his wife's confession. 



m wmoiM mt iiJkMMi. 



H#'4i$»ok ^ving \mt )n> good lNiMfiiolii«M» 
tbfn turo^ pKiJ^poc)jl(4t ; .and in cbii firal imo- 
tiyHng im tnde be gQtfi rich gobi ▼f»t9li,.flet irillt 

li«uii»it.g«iMir»)-» wijfe, >^ this iiiAi)i»er, 3?hf9^ Ic^ 
(if J 4q not Mieiinr) Ui4y ioved lo gq toi^lflctorr 
jwi«t ir«^T^ to Liidgatecjiiintli, oiUcd St jkC«>- 
^'^mk9» one Mr, Jaoomb praEtciiad, being mueli 
Ibttiwedbf t^preca«Biii. Now HtiU'dnSack per- 
4eivMig 1^ sni i febat «he QiMistontly wam her 
imtch}iaqgiiigby»chiU0 axmber middte, against 
^ mtit time 9b0 QNne thfs;^ be dressed tumself 
li^e.A pQ mB wi nd ier in the army; aad having his 
fi^)mT94e» 4ttfw)iiig hwrn like troopeis, ^cme of them 
^^ off^fpm Qf & efwikrwhefil that was^ going up- 
w^r^ through ihf^^a^ ; by wUtsii means it faUing 
4#, the ipass«^ was .<^tr«6ted ; so that the iady 
■cftff^ i»9t i^htiat th(9<5hsifeh:door, but was forced 
(tpj$aviie k& Atom^ ivitbflut; whiph M»irdfSack 
i9i»9g QCQ9m» of, jraadily pDeKsoted himself it» 
im jMyM^ip i aod haying 4he impudeno^ ^ talse 
^ #!pm k» ^geotfciQaiMiqlMsr, iiAio attended Jbinr 
ulighfiligi lediKiibyithe^rm into the chvroh; jmd 
by ih^mufi\wiAi-A>:pmt df keen or duugp scisfiaBs 
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Akt Hffe pofpDitt* <ait dtt chaan in two, aad gol: tiw 
WiUdi i^iMtf ttw«y i flitt nk miGnng it ti] 1 scrnuMk was 
ftdi^trkeih «he wm igoingtoveetivetiineof tiw da^i 
ThcSffc 1N» «h<6&, ifi MiilfidhSack'4 time, as nue 
tt t>«ek -of >{>tdt'^iiekefe as was in the world; for 
Hotnt'di ^^kesOk woidd i«f « wager t» pick a ohhi'a 
j;)6tket thdv^ he WW «ftttt»A of it but « imnBte 
hdhtb, tmd l»iew Ms conprniy . It would be |mv> 
jiapfe %t» Hediow to teoite %beir activities; how 
^leywcMfldjiiB^c men'shaiidtootirf tbeitpoctasts, 
that 'wwe set ^Htsote ^s la goaod oromtind ta>a». 
^ttve ^K^ BseiMy ; how ikey wcmM pveleod te 
^urve B. 'letter mad to iheta, or mck 'Nke •fitorjr, 
while, standing behind 1^ person 4ifaat Mads, ikuif 
Ttib thebungy that is, in OBn^ish, |nc^ jour poc^Kt. 
^the many Tarious neat trioks Mnll'd-^Sack plajFed 
upon 'Ludgate^hil], by imsddng etops of coaciies 
and'Carts, and 'the <nioiiiey'tfaat he a«d dliis'Oomorts 
got there <by picking podcets, would ihaire be^i 
^altnostenoagh toihaveibnilt St. Paml's >catbediai. 

Mulfd^Sack kmog detected in pick« 
ing the podcet ^of OSivct <>romwelll, the mpcIi- 
usurper of Jhi^^d, osifae caofie 'omt of 'tiw>par- 
liBiiieiit!>hwiiBe, 'be4uKi iihe to dnite boen haiiged 
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for that fact ; but that storm blowing over, he was 
so much out of conceit with picking pockets> that 
he took up another trade, which was robbing on 
the highway; and following this practice with one 
Tom Ch^iey, they were so audacious as to rob 
CokNiel Hewson, the coblar, at the head of his 
regiment, when marching into Houoslow; but 
being quickly pursued by some troopers which 
lay in that town, Cheney's horse failing him, 
whilst MuU'd-Sack got clear off, he was obliged to 
stand it against eighteen horsemen, and for above 
an hour defended himself very stoutly ; but being 
overpowered, and desperately wounded, he was 
taken and brought to Newgate. Shortly after, 
when the sessions ^ere held at the Old Bailey, he 
would have avoided his trial, by pleading his weak- 
ness and the soreness of his wounds; but that 
would not pass, for they caused him to be brought 
down in a chair, from whence, as soon as he had 
received sentence of death, which was about two 
in the afternoon, he was carried in a cart to Ty- 
burn, where he was cured of all his diseases at once. 
Muird-Sack having thus lost his companion, he 
soon became acquainted with one Home, a sturdy 
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pewterer, who had been a captain in Colonel 
Downers regiment of foot, and with him robbed 
Oliver Cromwell, as he was going over Hounslow 
Heath to Windsor; but a quick pursuit being 
made after them, and a sharp rencounter happen*- 
ing. betwixt the highwaymen and the pursuers, 
the former being overpowered by numbers, Cap« 
tain Home was taken, but Muird-Sack had the 
good luck still to make his escape. The captaiii 
. was then sent to Newgate, and receiving sentence 
of death at the Old Bailey he was hanged at Ty- 
burn ; but died with so much bravery and gallan* 
try, that it drew tears from many of the spectators, 
especially those of the female sex. 

Now Muird-Sack being deprived also of this 
felbw in iniquity, he was resolved to rob on the 
highway by himself, and having a great antipa- 
thy against committee-men, and members of the 
rump-parliament, he had a design upon some of 
their money that was going to pay their soldiers 
at Oxford and Gloucester, which was four thou- 
sand pounds, guarded with a convoy of twenty 
horse. Had there been but half a dozen or half 
a score men, MuU'd-Sack would have had the 
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cx)urage to aet upon them ; but when his sccmts 
gave biw intdligence they were double the num^ 
ber, he took five or six assistants^ and waylay*** 
ing the cash a little oo this side Oxford, just at 
the close of the day, as the wag^n was past 
WheaUey, and at the foot of Shotd?er-lun, he 
and his fellows rose from an ambuscade in the 
twilight, and furiously fell widi swords and pis^ 
tola 00 the troopers, who, suspecting the number 
attacking them to he far greater than it was^ fled 
away in confusion* While three or four of tiieir 
antagonists followed the pursuit and kept tbem 
from rallying, to discorer what they were, MnlFd* 
Sack and the rest of his associates took away the 
aforesaid money, and spent it (comparatirely 
speaking]^ in a» litUe time as they had golt it. 
Several pas^qgers who went along with this con^ 
voy for a safeguard, were all footed, a& fearing 
the loss of all they bad; but Mull-d^Sack soon 
freed them from that perplexity, by tdling them, 
^^ they came not to take away any money bat 
what did as justly belong to th^n as the pemons 
that pretended to it; it being the commonwealth^ii 
money, which those great thieves at Westminster 
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had fleeced out of the pablic to pay their infernal 
janizaries, ^jt^ho maintained them in their tyranny 
and usurpation ; while loyal honest subjects were 
ruined and undone by their heavy taxes, villain- 
ous plunders, unjust twentieth parts, and barbar- 
ous sequestrations of their estates. 

MulFd'-Saek had kept company with the gre£it* 
est highwaymen that ever were known in any 
age; and such was his genius, that by their laud* 
able conversation be became as expert a robber 
on the road as any man whatever; for whilst he 
followed that prpfes^on he got as much money as 
al} the thieves then in England. He was a fellow 
that went always habited like, and was reputed, a 
merchant : for he constemtly wore a watchmaker^s 
and jewelle/s shop in his pocket, and could at 
any time command a thousand pounds. 

Another time, having notice by his spies that 
the general receiver at Reading was to send six 
thousand pounds up to London by an ammuni- 
tioB waggon and convoy, be preveoted that way 
of carriage, by conveying it up himself on horses 
back ; for having in the night-time, with some of 
his comrades, brought a ladder into the orchsffd 

K 2 
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of the receiver's house^ and set it up just against 
the closet window in the farthermost part of the 
house, he took away then all the money, leaving 
some thirty pounds, or thereabouts, in old and 
broken groats and odd money, upon the table ; 
and leaving the ladder against the window where 
he and his consorts entered, made haste through 
the orchard to the gravel pit where their horses 
stood, and mounting them rode with the greatest 
expedition to London. The notoriousness of this 
iact was so great, that by strict inquiry it was 
found that Mull'd-Sack was the principal verb in 
this matter; whereupon he was way-laid and ap* 
prehended, and sent down prisoner to Reading, 
and from thence at the assizes carried to Abing- 
don; where, not wanting for money, he pro- 
cured such a jury to be empannelled, that though 
judge Jermyn did what he could to hang him, 
there being very good circumstantial proof as that 
he was seen in the town that very night when the 
robbery was committed, yet he so baulked and 
terrified the simple jurors, and so aflfronted the 
judge, by bidding hini come off the bench and 
swear what he said, as judge, witness» and prose- 
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cutor too, for so perhaps he might murder him by 
presumptions of evidence, as he termed it ; that 
the simple fellows brought him in guiltless. 

Now Muird-Sack had not been long at liberty 
before he killed one John Bridges, to have the more 
free egress and regress with his wife, who had 
kept him company for above four years; but the 
deceased's friends resolving to prosecute the mur- 
derer to the uttermost he fled beyond sea, and at 
Cologn he robbed King Charles II. then in his 
exile, of as much plate as was valued at one 
thousand five hundred pounds; then flying into 
England again, he promised to give Oliver Crom-' 
well some of his majesty's papers which he had 
taken with his plate, and discover his correspond- 
ences here; but not making good his promise 
he was sent to Newgate, and receiving sentence 
of death was hanged in Smithfield-rounds, in 
April 1659> aged fifty-five years. 
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ELIZABETH SAWYER 



Elizabeth sawyer was a poer woman, 
that in the superstitious reign of James the first,^ 
probably incurred the displeasure of seine more 
potent neighbour ; who, having no just cause of 
complaint to alledge against her, accused her of 
witchcraft; a crime that, of all others, was at this 
period most dreaded. Very little time was allowed 
between the accuMtion, condemnation, and death, 
of a suspected witch ; and if a voluntary confes* 
sion was wanting, they never failed extorting a 
forced one, by torturing the suspected person. The 
following title is prefixed to a quarto pamphlet,' 
printed at London, l62 1 • The Wonderfull Disco- 
verie of Elizabeth Saayetj a Witch^ late of Ednwn^ 
ton ; her Conviction and Condemnation^ and Death ; 
together with the Relation of the Divefs Accesse to 
her^ and their Conference together. Written by 
Henry Goodcole^ Minister of the Word of God; and 
her continual Visitor in the Goale of Newgate. 
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JOHN SELMAN^ 

W AS indicted for a felony, in picking the pocket 
of Leonard Barry, servant to Lord Harrington, 
during divine service, in the king's chapel, at 
Whitehall, on Christmas-day, 1611, in presence of 
the king, and many of the nobility. His trial and 
execution took place soon after the commission of 
the crime, as he was hanged near Charing-cross, 
Jafiuary 7th, 1 612. The author of the Narrative of 
Selraan magnifies the Crime, as he was dressed like 
a gentleftnan*. It is much to be regretted, that 
when Granger had an opportunity of pefusingsuch 
tracts as the Narrative of Selman^ he did not give 
a more particular account than heib general doe». 

*' It is well kBown that JcmathiBi Wild used to equip kb eU^^A^ 
lies with genteel dresses, and send them to church, or any othes 
place where he had reason to believe there would be a crowd. The 
jgriMtest booty thM: thdy iiXB stqp|»os^ tb have g&kied ibr lAn, in ooc^ 
day, was at' an installation at Windsor; where they handed and as* 
sisted the ladies in the throng, and robbed them of their watches and 
dbmoad gitdlMbuckles. Some of these fellows, especially su^h as 
wore red coats and laced hats, were soon 6bser\ed to assume gpreat 
airs, and fancy themselves as good gentlemen as Jonathan himself: 
he&ce it km Aat th^ Mrtere mery shoilly broughtto the gallons. 
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CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH. 



This gentleman was certainly one of the most 
extraordinary characters of the age in which he 
lived, to judge from the adventures recorded of 
him, though it is true that they seem much better 
calculated as subjects of romance, than of sober 
biography. He was a native of Lincolnshire, and 
designed for trade, which he relinquished to in- 
dulge a disposition for a military life. A furious 
war then raging between the Christians and the 
Turks, presented a field for his enterprizing spirit. 
He travelled through France, and at Marseilles 
embarked for Italy ; but a violent storm having 
overtaken the vessel, Smith as the only protes- 
tant on board, was suspected of being the cause 
of the misfortune by the bigoted crew and thrown 
into the sea. Being a good swimmer, he reached 
with incredible exertions a small uninhabited 
island, -from which he was released by a French 
rover. As a volunteer in the imperial army, he 
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killed three Turkish champions who had chal- 
lenged to single combat any christian officer, and 
hence had three Turks heads emblazoned on a 

4 

shield given him by the Duke of Transylvania for 
his arms ; which being recorded in the Herald's 
office in England, became the permanent arms of 
himself and his descendants. In a subsequent 
engagement he was left for dead on the field, but 
was recovered and carried prisoner to Constanti- 
nople by a bashaw, whose mistress, a Tartar lady, 

with a view to a farther acquaintance, sent him 

« 

to her brother, the bashaw of a town on the sea 
of Azof. The brutality of this new master pro- 
voked Smith to kill him by a blow with a flail 
while threshing, on which he fled into the deserts 
of Circassia, and at length found his way into 
Russia, where he was kindly received, and his 
wants were supplied. Before he returned home 
he visited the greatest part of the continent of 
£urope, and passed over to Africa, where he 
spent some time at the court of Morocco. 

Smith had not long returned to his native coun- 
try, when his active disposition prompted him to 
become a member of the original company to 
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whrch James I. graoted letters patent for the to- 
lonizatifoiit of America. lA. die new world be wwi 
involved m adVentutes, not less singtilai! tiiaa lie 
had encoiintefed hi the 61d« The foUowhtg ^najr 
s6f^e as a s^cimto. When engaged' in explorinig 
the cotintty he was: surrounded ahd surpdeed hj. 
sieveftti Utttidied Indifans,* armed with^ bo\^8 ami 
sltrows. Undaunted by Grabbers he defbndffd 
hitilself with great valoiir, and slew ser^rad of the 
assailatnts; but r^tr^ting baekwaiid tb his canoej 
wbi6h b^ had teft ott the bahk of a small lake^ he 
suddetAy pltmg&d up to his arm-pits in ab oozy 
crfeek. Here^ though inextricably entangled, he 
^tilt kept hii^ pdrsiuefs at bay, till betiumbod by 
the coldness of ihe writer he was obliged: to sdr- 
render. By variofus lubky eipedients; which his 
pres^ce bf mind shggested^ hk escaped tiidt 
death whtbh the^vag^ seemed more than once 
determitied to inftict; and after a captivity of 
several weeks was seht to their Emperor Powha- 
tan. A council wds held; in ^hich it w» decreed 
th^t Smith should sufibr. A lai^^e concoUnre of 
sttvttges ittimisdiately assembled; Smith's hand* 
Were bounds his head laid do a block of gtamtet 
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and fcHir dubs widxled foy sturdy wariiors were 
already cadsed to dash out his brains. At tfab 
mtical moinent he .was roscued by an extraordi- 
Bary iQtei|)OfiijtiQn. Pb^vhatao bad a favourite 
daughter ^aiped Pochs^uHitas, then ii;i her four- 
teeivdi year, deeply iAterested an .the iate of 
Smith, this girl had in vaixi iexeited all her influ- 
once Xo save htm 6x»ji the sai^uinary .sentence of 
ber father* Stm determined to accompli^ hfs 
mercifid design, she mingled with the Oirong at 
the place of execu4;ion. At jUxs^ monaent when 
the fiist olub wa3 about to descend she sprang 
forwacd) xdasped the xprisoaer in her arms, and 
Gov^eted »his head with ji^or.owni ia order ,that she 
might either arrest the blow, or herself become 
the £rst ^victim, ;and thus escape .the pain of .wit- 
nessing :the murder of so interesting. an individual. 
This expedient, which, for (benevolence and x^ 
mi^ntic character, has scarcely a parallel in «the 
records of fable, wafi crowned with success. The 
w^ole ass^mbly^ .rude and savage as were «the 
individuals iirho .composed it, was .eleot;rifi^d iut 
thejiight Its tlmst fc^ blood was converted as 
hj .magic >iiiU> a jietitimeat .of humanity; and 
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» 

Powhatan softened by the more than human dar- 
ing of his daughter, immediately reversed the 
fatal sentence. The prisoner was accordingly 
unbound and restored to liberty, and a few days 
afterwards, having received several presents from 
the emperor, he was escorted by twelve warriors 
to his countrymen at James-Town. 

The eminent services of Captain Smith in the 
first settlement of Virginia, after three previous 
attempts had proved abortive, have caused him, 
as the most efficient and conspicuous agent in that 
important event, to be considered the father of 
American colonization. In Stith's History of 
Virginia, written in 1747, the author concludes 
his notice of this truly excellent and accom- 
plished man with the following panegyric : — " I 
shall finish the character of Captain Smith with 
the testimonies of some of his soldiers and fellow 
adventurers. They own him to have made jus- 
tice his first guide, and experience his second : 
that he was fruitftil in expedients to provide for 
the people under his command, whom he would 
never sufier to want any thing he either had or 
could procure; that he rather chose to lead than 



— / 
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send his soldiers into danger; and, upon all 
hazardous and fatiguing expeditions, always 
shared every thing equally with his company, and 
never desired any of them to do or undergo any 
thing that he was not ready to do or undergo 
himself: that he hated baseness, sloth, pride, and 
indignity, more than any danger; that he would 
suffer want rather than borrow, and starve 
sooner than not pay : that he loved action more 
than words, and hated falsehood and covetous- 
ness worse than death : and that his adventures 
gave life and consistency to the colony, and his 
loss was their ruin and destruction. They confess 
that there were many captains in that age (as 
indeed there are in all ages) who were no soldiers, 
but that Captain Smith was a soldier of the true 
old English stamp, who fought not for gain or 
empty praise, but for his countr/s honour and 
the public good : that his wit, courage, and suc- 
cess here (in Virginia) were worthy of eternal 
memory : that by the mere force of his virtue and 
courage, he awed the Indian kings, and made 
them submit and bring presents: that notwith- 
standing such a stem and invincible resolution. 
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tibiere wm seldom seen « milder toad more tender 
he^t tbaji bis was ; tljAt )ip b»d nothing in Una 
comiterfeut ^nd 9]y» but ivas open, htmrat, «ad 
sincere : and t^t they never knev a aoidier b»- 
fon him do free, frasa those military vices loi 
vine, tf^)acc9» djobts, dice, aad oaths ."^ 



'^^^y/w//y '■'y/m^ar/^J? 
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JbHI^ TllBHEAttNE, 



Commonly called Gentleman Porter to 
James I. (to distinguish him from Walter Parsons, 
the gigantic porter to the same monarch) was a 
person of good estimation about the court, and 
from his effigies, still preserved with his monu- 
ment in St. Mary Overies church, Southwark, 
appears to have been neither larger nor smaller 
than the common race of mankind. It was com- 
mon with many of our esurfjr kings to keep in 
their retinue, s^dtitsj d#arf§^ arid jesters; Tre- 
hearne, from eVfery appbaranee, seems to have 
held his place fey ft diifereht tenure, and from 
the sumptuousness of his monument must have 
been possessed of considerable property. The 
date of his death is not recorded. 



An Epitaph upon John Trehearne, Gentleman Porter to King 

James the First. 

Had kings a power to lend their subjects breath, 
Trehearne, thou shouldst not be cast down by death; 
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Thy royal master still would keep thee then, 

But length of days are beyond reach of men; 

Nor wealth, nor Btreugth, nor great men's love can ease. 

The wound death's arrows make, for thou hast these. 

Iq tfay king's coiut good place to thee is given. 

Whence thou shalt go to the king's court in beavea. 



Front a very rai'e Jhfi£. 
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ANN TURNER 



Is described as ^ a gentlewoman that from her 
youth had been given over to a loose kind of life» 
of low stature, fair visage^ for outward behaviour 
cornel J, but in prodigality and excess riotous^ by 
which course of life she had consumed the greatest 
part of her husband's means and her own/' She 
was the widow of a physician that had attended 
the Countess of Essex, who wishing for a confidant 
in her amour with the Earl of Somerset, before 
her divwce from Essex, applied to this Mrs. 
Turner for that purpose. The latter being reduced 
in circumstances after the death of her husband, 
readily undertook any business thai might tend 
to her pro&t. Being let into thd secret of the 
Countess's affairs, she repaired to Doctor Forman 
at Lambeth, for the purpose of obtaining a charm 
to &scinate Somerset's love towards the Countess, 
and to rid her of Essex by poison : the first of 
these porpoMB was accomplished more by the 

M 
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blandishments of the Countess, than by the magic 
of the Doctor ; and the latter only prevented by 
Forman's fear of an halter. 

On the divorce of the Countess of Essex, it was 
publicly reported she was to be married to Carr, 
then Viscount Rochester ; on which his most par- 
ticular friend, Sir Thomas Overbury, remonstrated 
with him on the impropriety of matching with so 
abandoned a character. The freedom of this ad- 
vice created in Carr an aversion to Overbury, 

which only ended in the death of the latter ; for 

» 

getting James I. to appoint him ambassador to 
the Low Countries, he persuaded Overbury to re- 
ject the employment, as he would lose by being 
removed from the court, the opportunity of more 
permanent employment, promising him, that if 
the king should be offended at the refusal^ he, the 
viscount, would bear him through without injury ; 
instead of which he aggravated Overbury's refusal 
so much, that James committed him close prisoner 
to the Tower. The then Lieutenant, Sir William 
Wade, being of too honest a principle for Cart's 
purpose, he was suddenly removed, and the place 
given to Sir Jervas Yelvis, a person every way 



\ 
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qualified to answer the purpose intended. Then 
it was that Mrs. Turner began tp act her part ; for 
recommending one Weston to the Ueutenant, as 

9 

the keeper of Overbury, she, for a sum of money 
promised from the Lady Essex, engaged him to 
end Sir Thomas, which was effected by admi- 
nistering in every thing he ate some particles of 
poison, which Mrs. Turner procured from . a man 
named Franklin, (Forman, her former agent, being 
dead). For this murder were executed Sir Jervas 
Yelvis, Sir Thomas Monson, Richard Weston, 
James Franklin, and Mrs. Turner, with this par- 
ticular sentence pronounced on her by the Lord 
Chief Justice Coke, " that, as she was the first in- 
ventor and wearer of. yellow starched ruffs and 
cuffs, so he hoped she would be the last that wore 
them, and for that purpose strictly charged she 
should be hanged in that garb, that the fashion 
might end in shame and detestation.'' In addi- 
tion to the above sentence he declared, " that she" 
had the seven deadly sins, viz. a whore, a bawd, 
a sorcerer, a witch, a papist, a felon, and a mur- 
therer — the daughter of the devell.'' His hope was 
fully accomplished, as never from the day, No- 

M 2 
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rember I5tli» 1615, she was executed at Tyburn, 
was the yellow ruff seen to be woni. 

The ori^nal from which Mrs. Turner's portrait 
is engraved, was taken from a printed sheet in the 
collection of the Antiquarian Sociely, London ; 
which, with that of Sir Jenras Yelvis, is preserved 
in a large volume of dying speeches, forming a 
s»ies of the greatest curiosity and probably 
unique^ 



r 







From a- very rajv -Bv/it. 
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SIR JERVAS YELVIS*. 



Sir JERVAS YELVIS, a gentleman of lincoln- 
shire, was brought up to the study of the law, and 
sometime of Lincoln^s Inn, but being of an un- 
settled and ambitious nature, was continually in 
search of some place or post under the crown, until 

* • < 

he procured the situation which proved his ruin. 

Previously to the confinement of Sir Thomas 
Overbury in the Tower, the then Lieutenant, Sir 
WilUam Wade, being of too noble and independ- 
ant a principle, to be made an instrument in the 
vile conspiracy against Overbury, was displaced 
from his office as Lieutenant, on the ground that 
he had exercised his authority with too little 
severity against the Lady Arabella Stuart, having 
allowed her the use of a key when she was in con- 
finement, while he gave too little liberty to others 
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^ Some wiileis spdBi H £te«f* 
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in the same situation. Another cause assigned 
was that he had grown rich and careless, and 
neglected the duties of his office. Sir Jervas 
Yelvis, it is reported, gained the place by the pay- 
ment of a considerable sum of money, and is said 
to have been guilty of great extortions during the 
time he remained in the post, and for that cause 
he made the Earl of Northampton and Rochester 
the whole end of all his study, fearing their dis- 
pleasure more than that of the king himself. Ac- 
tuated by these motives, he readily came into 
every measure which they proposed, as thinking 
the favourite Rochester would always bear him 
harmless, and in that persuasion he became an 
accessary in the intended murder, and even under- 
took the office of sounding the disposition of Sir 
Thomas towards the Countess of Essex, which he 
communicated to the Earl of Northampton in a 
letter which sealed his own destruction ; as the 
confederates in Overbur/s murder no longer 
maintained the least reserve, but compelled him to 
co-operate and associate with the lowest villains 
whom they had engaged in their wicked project. 
One Weston, a main instrument in the murderj, 
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who had been taken into the service of the Lieuten- 
ant on the recommendation of the Countess, having 
a glass in one hand and Sir Thomas's supper in 
the other, meeting Sir Jervas, he demanded of him 
with a kind of caution, whether he should give it 
to him (Sir Thomas) now or not? The Lieu- 
tenant stopt, and asked, What ? To which Weston 
answered : Sir, know you not what is to be done? 
This address from one in Weston's situation 
alarmed Sir Jervas, who took him under a close 
examination, when he confessed upon what grounds 
he had proceeded, and acknowledged the receipt 
of the poison from the Countess, and to what end« 

The Lieutenant dismissed Weston, with advice to 

« 

omit it for that time ; but too late discovered that 
hiis participation in the crime had involved him as 
a confederate with the vilest of characters. 

The history of this wicked conspiracy is re- 
corded in almost every work which relates to the 
time of James I. and the trial, conviction, prayers, 
and execution of those concerned in the murder, 
may be seen at length in " Truth brought to light 
by Time, or Narrative of the first fourteen Years 
of King James I/' 
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Sir Jervaa Yelvis suffered on Tower Hill, cm 
Monday, 20th of November, I6l5. In bis dying 
ipeech he observes, that having been much ad- 
dicted to gaining, he had often vowed and prayed 
" Let me be hanged if ever 1 play any mort " 
and takes this his fate as a judgment on him for 
the violation of his vows so often made and 
broken. 

It is extremely remarkable, that although the 
whole of the accessaries were executed, the prio- 
capals who vece found guilty, escaped punishment 
by a most unparalleled act, viz. a lease granted 
on their lives, tar ninety-tune years I 



jtrihll bj/ Aiiigi and pn'iKisfmct y'lati 
lefhil him -ji^' tnii' ,i jiirer istatr 
Andin this£i>eki,dtithu hi^JricaJs timtmtid 
MitSim.Xmna:Iaia. a-AUi m- man ran effind. 

I^^.T„m ll?i;!>*hrriJU^iU end iSiriit-t. 
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ARCHIBALD ARMSTRONG. 



t a 



'* Archee, by kings and ^princes' gi^c'd- of .kte, - 

'' Jested himself into a fur estate ^ 

'' And in this book* doth to his friends commend 

'' His jeers, taunti; tales ;' which uoiAan caii 6ffend«"^ 

« ■ - • • • . , 

ArCHY, who was a. great Blaster of gpmace and 
buffoonery, was j^tji^r, vpr. fool, to. Jap^, I., ^nd his 
son Charles. ;His fi^moQs replytq the former of 



* There are many jests in this boolf which were never uttered by 
Aichy, and which are indeed^ m general^ very unworthy of him. It 
has been justly observed, that no nation in the world abounds so 
much in jest-books as the English. Under this head may come 
Tarlton's Jests, the witty Apophthegms of James I. and the Mar- 
qms of Worcester, and some of those of Lord Bacon. We have 
also the Court and State Jests, ianoble drollery; England's Jester; 
and the Oxford, Cambridge, and Coffee-house Jests. In the 
rdgns of George II. and III. were published the Jests of Beu 
Jonson, the Earl of Rochester, Torn Brown, Joe Millerf, Fer- 
nando Foot, Mrs. Pllkington, and Beau Nash: and almost every 
one of these medliea is thought to be intermixed with the no-jests of 



t This book has been mpch read and studied by the speakers and 
retailers of good things. 

N 
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these princes^ relative to his sendiog the heir to 
his crown into Spain, is too well known to be 
here repeated. He had a particular spleen against 
Bishop Laud, upon whom he was sometimes very 
sarcastical*. When theUturgy, which that prelate 
endeavoured by all means to introduce into Scot- 
land, was absolutely rgected, and great tumults 
were raised upon that account, he said to him, 
tauntingly, "Whois fool now •f?^ The king, who 
was much emended at this impudent jest, ordes^ 
him to pull off his coat^ and dismissed himv Hie 
was succeeded by Muckle John:}:, who was tba 
last person that was retained as fool to the EngUsh 
court Killigrew is ^d to have been jester to 
Charles II. but die Duke <^ Buckin^am, the 



the compSera. Tlie jests of Qum came forth presently after his 
deaths and they were soon followed by those of Yorick and Shak- 
speare. 

* He once, when the bishop was present asked leave to say 
grace ; which being granted him, he said, ** Great {Maise.be i^ven 
to God, and little Laud'to the dtoiV 

t A stool was dirown at the dean's head, who first read it in the ca- 
thedral at Edinbttigh. Archy said it was '' the stool of repentance.'^ 

X See «' Strafford's Papers," vol. ii. 164. 
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Earl of Rochester and Colonel Titus, were as 
much that king's jesters as he was. 

On Archer the Fool, who was struck into a Stvound with a 
Blow upon the Head with a Pot. 

Vide " Wit's Interpreter/' edit. 1671, p. 284. 

Mttdi "wme wM make dead dmsk ; but 'twas thy lot 

7o taste of degfcb by one ]K>or mgl^ pot 

Fortune did favour fools ; bu^ now we see 

Sh'hath chang'd her tune, because men fools will be ; 

And in her <kK>m (for she it was) thought best 

To die in earnest, though thou liv'd'st in jest. 

As dead as a door nail thou art, but how i 

*niiifB idways knocked on ^ head, and so aA ^ou: 

Yetaince ihou li/d^st 90 long without all readon^ 

To make thee senseless too was worse than treason :— ^ 

At least the same; for Um that knocks ihee down, 

Tliough Ihou'ft not scepter-arm'd^ yet spoil'd iipe crown. 

Tliy loss we m^t lament, but that we see 

Hundreds do live at court as well as thee. 

And msxg go hence to bear yfaee otmpaiq^ 

Unless a pardon come as suddenly. 

Unpity'd was thy ftte ; for some did cry, 

S'en as lie liv'd a foal, so did he dia 

Thy sad mischance though th^y neglect, yet I 

Would, had I leisure, nothing else but cry. 

Biitainoe the time denies me to be sad. 

If J njlo laugh, I sin; if cry^ I'm mad; 

Only I do relate thj death, and say, 

fiPioNllers tie dilpos^d to weep, they may. 

N 2 
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IFRANCIS BATTALU. 



The following curious Account of this Man is taken from Dr. 
Jdin Bulwer's •'' Man transformed^ or the Artificial Change- 
Ung ;'' printed at London, 1653. 

» - 

jWLaN naturally both cometh in, and goetJi out 
of the world empty-handed ; yet I saw in London 
the other day an Italian^ one Frauds Battalia by 
name, about thirty years of age, who was bom 
with two stones in one hand, and one in the other; 
who, as soon as he was born, having the breast 
offered unto him, refused to suck ; and when they 
would have fed hiin with pap, he utterly rejected 
that also ; whereupon the midwife and nurse, en- 
tering into consideration of the strangeness^ of his 
birth, and refusal of all kind of nourishment, con- 
sulted with some physicians what they should do 
in this case. They, when they saw the infant re- 



Hie true portraiture of a Roman ^oiith.'wfaofeftrai^;birth& life 
cannot fafiidentl^ be admired heewas borne houlding 3 little 
Aones in one hand.and in liie other 2,& beii^ holdtohis Mothers 

breftherefiifeditwithotherfaftenance.'whereb^y his Father being 
Hiifitianconjectured-thatnatorehad given him thefeStones for 
foode.i5jby trial finding it fo.fedhim always with l^ones <fe read— 

wine. which in 6 da_ys fpace comes from him converted intofand. 

ihnsheehathlivedthefpaceof 17^ears. 

Pub^b7 Caulfield end Co NotT 2^1794. 
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jeoted all thaC they could contrive Sos nourish- 
ment, told the women, that they thought the child 
brop^t it's meat with it into the world, and that it 
wiEi3 to be nourished with stones : whereupon they 
wish^ed the nurse to ^ve him one stone in a little 
drink, whidi he very readily took into his mouth, 
and swaJlowed down; and when he had swal- 

s 

lowed all the three stones, and began to want his 
hard meat, the physicians advised the nurse to get 
some small pebbles, as like those which he was bora 
with as she could, with the which kind of nourish- 
ment h^ was brought up; and now, in this stone- 
devouring age, lest pebbles should be too plentiful 
and cheap, he subsists here among us with the same 
kind of aliment. His manner is to put three or 
four stones into a spoon, and so putting them into 

* 

his mouth together, swallows them all down one 
^fter another; then (first spitting) he drinks a glass 
of beer after them. He devours about half a peck 
of these stones every day; and when he chinks 
upon his stomach, or shakes his body, you may 
hear the stones rattle as if they were in a sack ; all 
which in twenty-four hours are resolved, and once 
in three weeks he voids a great quantity of sand 
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by siege: after wfaidi digestiDn crf'them, he hath a 
fresh appetite td then Btones, as we have to our 
victuals ; and bj these^ with a cup of beer^ and » 

* 

pipe of tcdiaccOy he hath his whole subsistence. Ht 
hath attempled to eat meat and breed, broths mflk, 
and such kind of ^d^ upon which otiier mortafe 
Gommonly Hve; but he coald neVer btook BS6t% 
aeither wouU they stay with him to do him aEfty 
good% 

He is a black, swarthy, little fellow^ active and 
strong enough, and hath been a s<Mier in Ireland, 
where he hath made jgood me of this property ; ^, 
having the advantage of this strange way of idi« 
mony, he sold his allowance of provision at great 
fates ; for he told me, that at Limerick, in Ireland^ 
he 60U a sixpenny knf and two penny wMih ^ 
cheese for twehe shillings and sixpence. 

It seems the fellow, when he came first over, 
was suspected for an in^>osrtx)r, and was by eom^ 
mand 6i thestate shut up for a month, witii the 
aUowance of two pots of beer and half an ounce 
of tobacco every day, but was afterwatds acqnit^ 
ted from all suspicion of deceit. 

f tone-devouiing monster, and heOM lapi^ 
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Sum, nay be-tomparedto lum- irhom Tijiaitianm 
saw «k Birrmra^ who did eat hides^ potsherds,, or 
Itfokea passes, and concoefc and digest diem, inso^ 
iBoxtt^ that all men oalled him the ostridi^ a kHid 
of a wonderful natufe, to concoct things devoured 
without any difference : but most resembles that 
beggar-boy whom Platerus speaks of, living by a 
miserable and horrid gain, who for four farthings 
would suddenly swallow many stones, which he 
every where met with by chance in any place, 
though they were as big as a walnut; so filling his 
belly, that by the collision of them, while they were 
pressed, the sound was opmly heard ; yet neither he, 
nor the stone-devouring Casttlian, which Abraham 
i Porta Xeonur speaks of too, are any way to be 
compared with him, for his rare faculty of con- 
coction. 

Mr, Boyle, speaking of Battalia^ says, " Not 
long ago, there was here in England a private 
soldier, very &tmous for digesting of stones ; and a 
very inquisitive man assures me, that he knew him 
familiarly, and had the curiosity to keep in hi|s 
company for twenty-four hours together, to watch 
him ; and not only observed that he ate nothing 



• 
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but stmies in tiiat time, but also that his g^oasa 
excranent consisted chiefly of a sandy, substance, 
as if the devoured stones had been in his bodjr 

dissolved, and crumbled into sand." Botfk'* 

« Exp.Pkiioa."VaitlL Essay III. 



'jhat u moY n^lthev Seare anotne/c/ bfcume 
Jkroimli u/ronae QiWiaonf nor yet acty^Jame 
^di a^y Umc ncrcyun: . out pvovc ieut 
Xoe to be bourne yotv nmie my face atyieuft 



ij fA^jfeft£tnctf,^t-iiii^-ihyJ./h2iIfi^&iJian^ii. 
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JOHN CLAVELL. 



That robbing on the highway, or any way, 
should, sometimes, be the consequence of a pro- 
pensity to poetry, would not be much to be won- 
dered at, as it so frequently entails poverty on its 
professors ; but that robbing on the highway should 
be productive of poetry, is to be instanced, per- 
haps, only in the subject of these anecdotes. 

John Clavell, gentleman, was of a respectable 
family ; nephew, and heir at law to Sir William 
Clavell, Knight Banneret; and had a liberal educa- 
tion. Whether, or not, he was bred to any profes- 
sion, or employment, that might have kept him 
from bad company, and pecuniary inconvenience; 
strong incentives to the commission of such of- 
fences, as had nearly brought this singular charac- 
ter to an ignominious end, is unknown; suffice it 
to relate that in the early part of the reign of King 
Charles I. he was apprehended for a highway 
robbery ; on which occasion the following lines, 
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written by himself, were, previous to his trial, pre- 
sented to the king. 

. ^^ I, that have robb'd so ofi^ am aomr bid standi 
Death and the law assault me, and demand 
My life and means ! I never used men so. 
But, having ta'en their money, let them go ; 
Yet must I die! and is there no rdief ? 
The King of kings tojok merey oi\ a thief! 
So may my gracious king, in mercy, save me, 
Although grim deaA and law do thus out-brave me. 
Clod i0 his ireoedeQl;, apd nsen. shall see 
lib mercy is beyond severity." 



He wa» condenined, with others, bis associates; 
but pardoned,, at the laterce^sion of the q^iteen :. in 
grateful return for which benignity, he addressed 
these not inelegant lines 

*' TO HER NEVEJR TO BK EQUALLED MAJESTY^ THE QUEEN 

OF GREAT BRITAIN, 8lC. 

*' Honour's store-house, virtue's story, 
Fame's best trophy, nature's glory ! 
O matjt, ynUb moss^ ihemus^' flood 
Be overgrown, damm'd up with n^ud ; 
All their holy hills polluted, 
ibid theu^ onicIe» confuted^ 
U. tbut they straim not all tb«:^ may^ 
Now their best vows to you to pay ; 
Aiid hoarse as ravens misyth^ sing^ 
Unio dw:e:iiq;lj^ct their offsnng^; 
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Or find a subject for a verse, 

Tliat any meaner worths rehearse ! 

You the true story afe, and all 

That's rich^ fau-j^ sweet, m^estical ; 

The fullest wonder of our time, 

For chronicles, in prose or rhime ; 

And, like the rosy mom, do bless 

Our drooping laud with chdaxfvlneBBj^ 

Thrpwii^ your bounties every whersi 

As fresh and fragrant as the air : 

The woodbines, and the violet. 

The season of the year forget. 

And to attend your sweetness, do 

Grow every where you tread, or gO. 

I,intheautum..ofmylife, 

When guUt and justice were at strife. 

Was, by your royal breath, (strange thing !) 

Unwither'd, tum'd into my sprii^. 

Accept thb sacrifice, great queen, 

In which no merit can be seen, 

But that your rOyal Hame do WmB 

My muse in her unworthhiesa* 

And though no lustre crowti nay art, 

Holy fire inspires my heart. 

Obedience, duty, 2ed> attend 

The faithful tribute dlat I send. 

So the goda accept oJF, stilly 

Not the offering, but thct wiD^ 

Celuy qui plus Honor vas Vertus, 
4r admire vottr^ Bonie^ If ChmtnMf 
If qui est k pht9 (Mge a tfMfi 

JBH^N CLAVELL." 
o 2 
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He remained however, a considerable time in 
confinement ; during which, he addressed a copy 
of verses to the king, praying for his liberty, with 
this promised resolution, on receiving it. 

« ■ I do intend, 

Whilst these your wars endure, even there to spend 

My time, in that brave service." 

After he had regained his liberty, he addressed 
the following lines 

^' TO HIS HONOURED FRIEND, HIS EVER DEAR AND WELL 
APPROVED GOOD UNCLE, SIR WILLIAM CLAVELL, KNIGHT 
BANNERET. 

'' Your hidden purposes, grave sir, that rest 
Within the secret closet of your breast. 
Have like predomination with my £ste ; 
I shall be happy, or unfortunate. 
As they assign me : you may justly take 
A fair occasion, now, both to forsake. 
And utterly renounce me ; but, behold. 
My God above (whose secrets are untold ; 
All things on earth, as he thinks best, decreeii^, 
What will my foture actions be, foreseeing,) 
Hath lent me life and mercy, by my king. 
Who is his substitute in every thing. 
Since, then, their doom is past, Oh ! let not me. 
Be new arraign'd by your severity. 
Forget my foul offences, me and all. 
Until some brave and noble actions shall 
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Bring you a-new acquainted. If again 
I ever take a cousse that shall be vain. 
Or, if of any ill I faulty be, 
O then, for ever, disinherit me. 

Your right sorrawfvJ Nephew, 

JOHN CLAVELL.'* 

These, and the foregoing verses, with many 
other addresses, in prose and verse, to the king, 
nobility, judges, magistrates, clergy, &c. are pre- 
fixed to a poem of considerable length, written 
by him, during his confinement, of which the fol- 
lowing is the title. 

-" ** A Recantation of an ill-led Life : Or^ a Dis- 
covery of the Highway Law. With vehement dis^ 
swasions to all (in that kind) Offenders. As also^ 
many cautelous Admonitions, and full Instructions 
how to know, shunne, and apprehend a Thief e. Most 
necessary for all honest TraoeUers to peruse^ ob' 
serve, and practise." 

The prefece to which, is dated 

" From my lonely, sad, and unfi*equented 
chamber, in the King's Bench, October, 1627/' 
' The epistle from " The Stationer to the Buyer,** 

« 

prefixed to the third edition, 4to. 1634, concludes 
thus — " the late, and general, false report of his 



IM MEMOIRS OF [cHABLBi u 

(ClaveWs) relapse, and utatoward death, made me 
most willing, again, to publish this work of his^ to 
let you know, he not only lives, but hath also made 
good all these his promises, and strict resolutions ; 
insomuch, that it is become very disputable 
amongst wise men, whether they should more ad- 
mire his former ill ways, or his now most singular 
reformation, whereat no man outjoys his friend, 
and y out's, 



RICHARD MEIGHEN/' 

The following extract from Claoelti preface to 
hiB ^* Reeantatiohy*' while it serves as a specimen 
of his prose, will account to the reader for his 
writing and publishing iU 

^* The liveliest and best monuments of men, are 
their actions, and in those, their memories either 
die before them, in infancy, or survive them upto 
the farthest extent of perpetuity, in the fullest and 
fairest registers of time and glory ; both of these 
retain their subsistenoes, not in the braaen leaves 
of sepulchres, nor in the tongue-failing rdation of 
succession: but in those paper records, which 
seldom forfeit them to kas, although assauilted by 
iieve£ so many alterations^ aa the stories frran the 
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first woridy as well prophane, as divine, maj 
wonderfully witness to all obserrers. This truth 
may question my discretion, that have made mine 
own hand the charactar of such actions as poste* 
rity will blush at; whose memory might easily 
have lost the thoughts of me in Ies9 than half an 
age, if thus I had not given it continuance, as last-* 
ing as the world* It is confest, in respect of my- 
self, the answer is difficult; but, in respect of 
God, the world, and mine own conscience, I could 
contrive no fiiirei, or more real satisfaction. The 
sins 0^ the dearest diildren of God have had their 
like punisfamenta ; Ham^s murtiier and adultery 
must have David* s written confession and contri- 
tion ; Sohmon'» lasciviousness^ mmt have his own 
acknowledgment and recantation; and, to con- 
cludie, he that k ashamed to confess the ills that 
he has. beeui comcious of, avgnes too palpably that 
he is a gveat many leagues fi^om repentance ; and 
is more in love with bis^ sin, th»& his asnendmentir 
Believe in charity, this is my resolution; that 
mine own free detection of this pernicious and 
common vice, might not only kill the fear of my 
impossible relapses, but be a just deterrer of all the 



\ 
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worshippers of this course; whilst I shall be happy 
to be either censured, or forgotten, by them for 
whose amendment I owe my prayers; and will 
reUgiously invoke, that they may either become 
uew men, like me, or else, that they may know my 
resolution hath built me beyond the aspersions oi 
their poisons/' 

It is apparent that this man merited the favour 
he received ; and, probably, performed gallant 
service to his merciful Prince : may no stain, 
therefore, remain upon his memory, for his former 
misdeeds ; but, rather, may he be held up to the 
frail part of posterity, as an example worthy every 
vicious man's imitation. 

We read of strange eflfects which the violent 
death of Charles the First had upon many of his 
adherents, and well-wishers; if Clavell survived 
his sovereign, what must have been his feeUngs, 
when he knew the Saoiour of his life wanted that 
mercy f he had formerly shewn to him I 
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